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6:ontrilautor~
ROBERT MARKLE BLACKSON, Assistant Professor of History
at The Pennsylvania State University, Altoona Campus, earned his
B.A. at Ursinus College and his M.A. and Ph.D. at The Pennsylvania
State University . His Ph.D. thesis was "The Panic of 1819 in
Pennsylvania," and his primary research interest is Pennsylvania
economic history. He has previously published in Pennsylvania
Heritage. Professor Blackson is the great grandson of John L.
Markle who is discussed in the following article.

DR. LEE C. HOPPLE, Professor of Geography and Vice President for Planning at Bloomsburg State College, has studied the
interrelationship of theological change and geographical movement.
In this issue, he carries to Pennsylvania the groups whose European
origins and spatial wanderings he considered for us in SUMMER 1979.
The combination of historical causation and demographic trends in
his studies put him in company with a half-dozen leaders in the field.

DR. MAC E. BARRICK, Professor of Spanish at Shippensburg
State College, also teaches Regional Folk Culture there as well. He
has established the Barrick Folk Cultural Collection and Index at
Shippensburg; he has worKed in many counties and localities of the
Keystone State. His paper on Deathlore appeared in the previous
volume of PENNSYL VANIA FOLKLIFE.

GIDEON L. FISHER, is an Amishman who has retired from
active farming but not from work. He currently owns and operates
a farm machinery repair shop, servicing the Amish community .
When the large farm machinery manufacturers stopped producing
horse drawn equipment, he was the first Amishman in Lancaster
County to convert tractor drawn equipment to the type that can be
used with horses. This current article is an early draft of the first
chapter in his recently published book Farm Life and Its Changes.
In this book, he reminisces about the changes he has seen in farming
during this century, covering topics from old farming techniques to
tourists in Lancaster County.
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By ROBERT MARKLE BLACKSON
Two events in December 1848 swept aside Easterners'
skepticism which caused them to discount earlier reports
that gold had been discovered in California. President
James K. Polk's annual message to Congress referred
to correspondence from government officials which
confirmed the discovery of gold in large quantities. A
tea caddy filled with California gold was delivered to
Washington within days of Polk's message. Almost
overnight Easterners accepted the accounts of James W.
Marshall's discovery of gold on January 24, 1848, while
supervising the construction of a sawmill for John A.
Sutter. Newspaper editors did penance for their earlier
doubts by printing enthusiastic accounts of gold strikes .
Before the year ended, Argonauts took passage on ships
bound for California while others who succumbe<;l
to gold fever prepared to travel overland in 1849. I
John A. Markle of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, was among the th<;>usands of Forty-niners who
left their homes and fami'lies to seek a fortune in the
gold fields. The only clues to Markle's identity are
those contained in the following letter which he wrote
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on January 26, 1850 to John L. Markle of Westmoreland County. 2 John A. Markle sent his "respects to
uncle, and all the family," which suggests that he and
John L. Markle, who was not married until 1853,
were cousins. ] John L. Markle was the eldest son of
Gasper Markle, 4 and the latter had eighteen or twentyone siblings, including General Joseph Markle, the
Whig candidate in the 1844 Pennsylvania gubernatorial
election. S All of Gasper Markle's brothers who had
sons named John either moved to other states or
died before 1850. 6 However, Jacob C. Markle, a
brother of Gasper, had seven children of whom only
four have been identified. Furthermore, Jacob's wife
died in 1845, and in the letter John A. Markle sent a
message to his father, but not to his mother. Jacob C.
Markle died in 1864 and was buried with his wife and
four children in South Huntingdon Township, Westmoreland County. ' An educated guess is that John A.
Markle was Jacob C. Markle's son. The birth dates of
Jacob C. Markle's children and those of individuals
mentioned in the letter suggest that the Forty-niner
was in his middle or late twenties in 1849. What be-
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came of J ohn A. Markle after January 1850 remain
a mystery. 8
J ohn L. Markle, the recIpient of the leller, wa a
Westmoreland County farmer whose German ance tor
emigrated to Penn ylvania in the early eighteenth
century. 9 H is grand father, Gasper (Ga pard) ark Ie ,
mo ved from Berks County to West moreland County
where he built a grist mill on ewickley Creek in 1772
and served on the frontier in the War for Independence. 'o
John L. Markl e was born on December 20, 18 16 , and
he was commissioned as First Lieutenant in the Sewickley
Artillery of the Penn sylva nia Uniformed Mil itia in
Augu st 1849 for five yea rs. II On ovember 2, 1853 he
married Julia A. Lewi s and cultivated the rolling hills
of Sewickley Township where hi s father, Gasper, and
hi s brother Shepherd owned neighboring farms. 12 The
family suffered a personal tragedy with the death of
John L. Markle's brother George in 1865. George R.
Markle enli sted in the Union cause on August 22, 1862
and served with the 155th Regiment , Compa ny F, of
the Pen nsylvania Volunteers in the Civi l War. At
Five Forks, Virginia , on April I, 1865 , "he was badly
wounded" and after "s uffering considerab ly" died on
April 13 at Fair Ground Hospital, Petersburg.' J John
L. Markle later prepared a photograph album in
memory of his slain brother . '4 Between 1855 and 1866
John L. and Julia L. Markle had five children, and their
farm apparently prospered with acre upon arce of grain
and hay, horses, cattle, and hogs. II The evidence
suggested that John L. Markle died following an extended illness . On April 15, 1876, "while I ·· have
strength and capacity so to do," John L. Markle,
"being weak in body but of sound mind, memory and
understanding," prepared his will. Among the terms
of the will, he provided for the education of hi s minor
children and left his organ, apparently a prized
possess ion, to hi s only daughter. In preparing for the
end, John L. Markle became a communicant of the
Sewicklv. United Presbyterian Church upon examination and was baptized in May 1876. He died on
September 4, 1877 and was buried in the family
cemetery, Mill Grove, on his late grandfather's farm
in South Huntingdon Township, Westmoreland
County. '6
Several aspects of John A. Markle's journey are obscured in the shadows of history, but other facets are
illuminated by contemporary accounts. Although
some Western Pennsylvanians sailed for California
from Philadelphia and Baltimore, Markle chose the
overland route. 17 Before their departure emigrants
often organized companies divided into messes with
officers and constitutions or rules in order to provide
security and order while crossing the continent. Two
companies which solicited members offered transportation from Pittsburgh for $260 and from St. Louis
for $170." Precisely when Markle departed Westmore-

ounty i
but on
pril 13 I 49 ,
land
he \ a camped at t. Jo eph, Ii ouri, \ ith the 2 0
men in Captain \ illiam J . nkrim' Pill burgh and
California Enterpri e Com pan . " Orga ni zed before
Januar y 22, thi large com pan ent ad ance partie to
i ouri to procure mule . The majorit of nkrim '
party departed Pill burgh o n arch 15 in t 0 teamboat and arri ed at t. Jo eph on arch 31 .20
orne
member of the Pill burgh co mpany delayed their
departure from
e tern Pennsyl ania and planned to
join the company in Mi souri. Markle and hi
companio n named in the letter apparently departed
in mid-March and arrived at St. Jo eph before April
13 , 1849."
The P ittsburgh and California Enterprise Company
left St. Joseph during the last week of April and encountered difficulties almo t immediatel y. Captai n
Ankrim and part of the company moved north to
old Fort Kearny and then traveled west to Fort Child .
A second contingent moved no rthwest from St. Joseph
on a more direct route to Fort Childs . Both divi sio ns
ex perienced difficulties with excess baggage, and the
fi rst party became dissatisfied with Ankrim's leadership
before arriving at Fort Childs. The seco nd divisio n,
meanwhile , arrived at the fort three days before
Ankrim's wagon train but did not wait for Ankrim
as planned. Markle' s route and chronology from St.
Joseph indicated that he traveled with Ankrim to
Fort Childs. However, Markle and others from
Ankrim' s divi sio n left the fort before Ankrim who
remained at the post for a week. 22 From Fort Childs
Markle followed the Oregon Trail to its juncture with
the California Trail below Fort Hall. He took the
California Trail to Sacramento and then moved to the
North Fork of the American River to search for gold.
In order to preserve the original style of Markle's
account of his overland journey, a light editorial touch
is maintained. Markle wrote the letter in one paragraph
and with very few periods. The letter is divided into
paragraphs at major departures in the narrative, and
periods are added sparingly to avoid confusion in the
text. Silent capital letters follow the inserted periods.
In Markle 's cursive style, large and intermediate sized
C' s, M 's, and S's were often used, especially to begin
words . These three letters are reduced to lower case,
except where capital letters are appropriate. Markle
also used lower case or small letters to begin some
proper nouns, and his style is retained; the criterion
for lower case was the form or style, rather than the
size or height, of letters in the manuscript. Markle's
spelling is maintained with the addition of obvious
letters in brackets and/ or standard notation for words
misspelled in the manuscript. Some individuals
mentioned in the letter remain unidentified despite
extensive efforts to provide identification for all persons
Markle mentioned or encountered .
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The Western States and Territories of the United States
North Fork of the american
liver. 23 California Saturday evening January 26 th AD 1850
Respected Friend
I saw Mr. Allen 24 today, and he told me that he was
going to start for the States on Monday next and was
going direct to Harpers Ferry in Virginia and he agreed
to carry a letter through for one dollar and mail it at
either Wheeling or Pittsburg, so I have concluded to
scratch a few lines to you, not that I expect to convey
to you any thing that is interesting; but merely through
friendship and that I may hear from you and others but
suc.h as I have got you shall have.
In the first place I will inform you that I am in excellent health and have been ever since I left the haunts
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of old Westmoreland; 2l But where shall I commence
now; shall I commence at the place where we embarked on
board the little row boat; and and [sic] talk of the lovely
Youghiogheny; 26 no it would be as irksome to you as
it would now be pleasant to me; shall I commence at
the old Iron City, and tell of the majestic Ohio, the
mud[d]y Mississippi and the snaggy Missouri, no it
would be as dry to you as they were tedious to me;
well where then shall I commence, I know no other
than where we first left the States, and take you across
those wide extended plains. It is a long journey, but
not so long to one that reads it as to one that travels
it, so you can soon pass over it, there were but few
emigrants that did not curse the plains, but I was one
among the few that could spend a life time on them.
After traveling about 100 miles above St. Joseph on
the east side of the river, 27 we crossed to the west
side, 9 miles below old Fort Kearny, 28 we then traveled
up to the fort, we then started across a beautiful
rolling prairie which extended to the stormy Platte, 29
where we arrived on the 16th May its Bottoms were
beautiful; extending Back from the river from 3 to 5
and JO miles they were covered with grass, and the soil
appeared fertile . On the 18 th we passed Pawne[e]
town 30 an Indian village on the Platte; owned by the
Pawne[e]s but there were no Indians in it, the Sioux Jl
were at war with them and were rather victorious, so the

poor Pa wne[e]s had to desert the place; I went through
many of their huts, but it i usele for LO de cribe them.
On the next unday [M ay 20] morning there were 70
or 80 ioux warriors came into our camp, they were
friend ly, manl y, and noble looking men , there were a
few quaws among them, and I tried to ta lk to them
but all I cou ld coax o ut of them was a grunt, we
gave them some littl e LO eat and they passed on. On
the 23ird we arri ved at ew Fo rt Kea rn ey former ly
fort Chiles l2 [sic], and a great fort it wa. I would not
want more than IO men with hotguns to take, and
blow it to thunder. ll Here there was a general brake
up of o ur company, some thought th at we were
travelling LO [O] fa st and so me not fa st enough so the
immortal Star Company fell,l4 we threw away all
unnecessa ry bag[g]age, and started alone .
The pl atte Botto ms now beca me more amu ing than
before, they were full of dog town s, an[d] the little
buggers would bark and cut around as if they were of
some co nsequence, but on a near approach they wou ld
retreat to their holes, the deer, antelope, and the elk
would lea p over the smooth surface with telegraphic
speed then would co me the mighty herds of huge
Buffa loes, thundering over the Blu ffs as if they were
chased by a st reak of lightning. The only objections I
had to the traveling on the Pl atte were the freq uent
and mi ghty sto rm s, which would often lift our tent from
over us, and let the rain and ha il upon us without
mercy, and the scarcity of wood, I remember, and I do
not know when I shall forget the first Bu ffa lo meat
we go t, it was in a place where there was no wood so we
had to cook with Buffalo chips,ls as th ey term them
through politeness, and the cook did not cook enough
to satisfy all our capacious maws, so I thought I wou ld
ha ve some of the clear stuff and went to work and
roasted some; on the chips, But 0 heavens it was
Buffalo to[o] pure. Scotts Bluffs l6 are the next that
I shall notice, there is a large valley all surrounded
by bluffs of all sizes and all shapes from 300 to 600
feet high mostly terminating to a point, and on the very
top of the most of them there is a modest little cedar,
waving in the breese, as we passed through I thought
that if ScoW ' had to die there, he could say that he
was dying in a paradise.
On the 12th June we arrived at Fort Larimie l8 [sic]
where we were joined by another wagon, a mess that
belonged to the Pittsburgh Company, 19 from armstrong
Co, then crossed the Black hills 40 the travel across them
was rather unpleasant as water and grass was very scarce
and the route hilly. On the 19 th we joined in with 3
other Pittsburg wagons, and built a raft to cross the
North fork of P[l]atte river. 41 By 12 Oclock the next
day we were all over and ready to take up the line of
march, 23ird we arrived at Independence Rock: 2 during
which time, we passed over a Barren country destitute
of every thing but wild sage and lizzards, we lay by

Independence R ock
the nex t day Ju st below the devil gate,4l which i an
oppening through a mountain; through· which the ri er
Sweet water" run s, it is very narrow. and rocks on each
ide rise to the height of 5 o r 600 feet approximating at
their top, I passed through by wading in water from
3 to 4 feet deep and I never got a hair sei nged [sic] . On
the 28 th we arrived to the summit of the Rocky
Mountain, the ascent was scarc[e]l y perceptible, a man
would sca rcely know he was climbing a moun tain at
all, though we got up pretty high some way or other, for
there was plenty of snow and Ice at the pacific springs ,4S
the first water that run s west.
The descent was still more mild, we then past over a
Barren sand country to Green river: 6 where we arrived
on the 20nd of July, we were there detained in cross in[g]
until the morning of the fourth; on the 8 we got into the
great Basi n ,47 the part which we traveled through was
lovely in the Bottoms there were a great many strawberries , and raspberrys which were ripe. At the sa me
time the mountai ns around them were covered with
snow, the valleys were covered with grass, and the little
streams that flowed in from off the mountains, into
Bear river 48 was cold and clear as cristal and filled with
trout. The Soda Springs 49 are a notable curiosity I
made some bread with the water and it made it very
lite without any thing else, the water was also very
pleasant to drink. Soon after pass ing them we passed
several old extinct volcanic craters which appeared as
if they had belched forth like etna or Vesuvius, so there
were many other curiosities, but I cannot mention them .
On the 14 th we crossed out of the Basin to the source
of the Columbia River, sl which was a large spring
which bursted forth from the base of a mountain, and
was as pretty water as I ever saw.
On the 15 th we got to Fort Hall, S2 which is situated in
a low marshy country and that night 0 God the
moschetoes [sic], it took 2 men to keep them off ot" one
while he was eating. The route was very miry and I
was frequently plough ted [sic] off of the lead mule head
foremost into a mud-hole, on the 26 th we again got
Back into the great Basin , on the head waters of Marys
river by Fremont Sl called Humbolt,54 when we started
down it our progress was good, and the water tolerably
good, but after we traveled about 100 miles, the road
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became so dus-ty, that at night we could scarcely know
each other and the su n put it down from about 110.
The water also became filthy and warm, from the
crossing, and recrossing of mules a nd oxen, and it was
the only water we co uld get to drink but! 0 heavens
there a re 200 miles more of it to travel yet, and there
was no other remedy but to go ahead, before we go t to
the Sink the water became dead, warm, and stagnated,
and a person could taste, mules, oxen, alkali and every
thing else in it. On the morning of the II th of august,
we left a grass valley 18 miles above the Sink; to cross
the desert to Salmon trout river, " which was 65 miles.
In the evening we past the Sink of Marys river, 56
and a more filthy hole man never beheld.
We then bid adieu to Marys river and passed on
about 12 Oclock at night I became tired, as I had
traveled about 30 miles since morning in the sand , so I
lay down in the sand , and was soon asleep, the wagons
passed on, and I was undi scovered. When I awoke the
sun was put[t]ing it down tolerable hot, I felt as though
I was a good distance behind, I trudged along, and soon
got to the boiling springs 57 where they were encamped and
o it was the most gloomy place I ever saw . There was
nothing but rock s and sand, all around them and they
were boiling up and the steam was ri si ng off of them,
which made it appear as if it was mighty hot below, the
water was so hot that I cooked a piece of Bacon
perfectly done in 20 minutes by the watch. Thi s water
we had to cool in the sun for our mules and ourselves
to drink, But we could not get it as cold as ice water.
The wagons lay there till evening as we had some grass
for the mules, that we cut on Marys river, but about
the middle of the afternoon, Graves 58 our guide and I
started ahead, we got to Salmon trout or truckey [sic]
river about II Oclock in the night, and glorious was
the sight. There was a beautiful stream of cold clear
water and its banks werre] strewn with trees of various
sizes, a thing that we had not saw for the last 300 miles,
Bryant 59 and Fremont speaks of them on Marys river
but I never saw them, nor I dont believe they did, 60 so
we drank our souls satisfaction and then pitched into
the Bushes, and there reposed in the arms of Morpheas 61
[sic] until morning . On the 20 we arrived at the valley
where Don[n]er and his party were encamped when
they were caught in the snow, Graves was along with
him and his Father and Mother, and some of his
Sisters and Brothers starved to death . We visited the
cabins and they were gloomy looking places, there were
the human, bones that had [been] picked clean by those
that survived, there was also long female hair, whi,c h
appeared as though it had fallen from there [sic] head
and never been moved . 62
On the 21 ist we reached the summit of the Sier[r]a
Nevada Mountains, 6) the ascent was rockey as there
was any use in, until within about one mile of the top .
then it was smooth, and thunderation right straight
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up . When we got to the summit we thought we were
over the worst; but god knows we had not yet Saw the
Elephant. 64 In de[s]cending from there to the Sacramento va lley, there were many places that we had to
let o ur wagons down for miles with ropes over Rocks
and every thing else that was rough, there was places
that the wagon wheels did not touch the ground for
miles, it was just off of one rock on to another, and
so on. On the evening of the 29 th as I was passi ng
over a mountain , I got a fair view of the long looked
for Sacramento valley, the sun was just si nking behind
the coast range, which made the view beautiful, the
next day we got down into the valley, and on Sunday
20nd of September we arrived in Sacramento City. 65
I have now got you through , But I mu st take you
back on the plains again, to speak of the conduct of the
Indians, for which you must pardon me . Their
conduct was quite different from what I expected.
We passed through the Pawne[e]s, the Sioux the Crows 66
the Shoshones, 67 and many others which I cannot call
to mind at present, and I shall not speak of all these,
as the Sioux are the most worthy of note I shall notice
them first. They are large portly looking men, and
what squaws I saw were also handsome, they were
honest and brave, I riid not here [sic] of a Sioux Indian
that had offered to molest an emigrant. I shall now
pass on to the Snake or digger Indians,68 who is just the

Digger Indian
-Harpers Magazine, 1853
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reverse of the Sioux, they are the most degraded beings
that I ever saw, the majority of the men women and
children, are tetotally naked, they will eat snakes,
lizzards, Grasshoppers, and everything of the flesh
kind, they killed a great many mules and oxen at
night and when the train would pass on they would
come and carry them away. There was a great many
.reports about them killin& men or of men making a

narrow escape from them, and it was reported if a man
left the road 2 or 3 miles alone he wa sure to be killd,
but such reports must have been got up by orne tarnal
Bragedocious, and if there was any body killed I think
it was their own fault, for I have been from 5 to 6 miles
from the road alone in search of game, and ha e
frequent ly came to where they were camped and al so
met them when they were hunting with there bough [sic)
and arrow, and they were always friendly and reach
out there hand to shake hands and mut[t]er a kind of
grunti ng how do you do .
I wi ll now commence at Sacramento City again.
The day before we got there I got my hand ~oi soned
so bad that I cou ld not use it until the 2i during
which time we sold our team, and the mess divided,
the reasons why we di vided are too numerous and
therefore I will not give them but had we had been fixed
so that we could have done it we would have divided
long before we got here. After we were divided
Schotts, Steiner and Ellsessor 69 Brought aa sei n[e], and
they wanted me to take one fourth of it and go in with
them in the Fishing business, but I prefer[r]ed not.
Taylor 70 started for the mines some place god knows
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Taylor reference in Markle's leiter.
left a strong impression.

He obviously

where, for I have never heard, nor enquired for him
since, during this time Lorin Robbins" and I agreed
to go to the mines together, a thing which I have
never yet regret[t]ed, for he is a noble fellow. So on
the 27th Sept. we got some provisions, got then on
board an ox team and started, for North fork, we staid

ith the agon until dark when we tarted ahead about
12 Oclock the team came up to a tent here \ e ere
waiting for it.
e then made our be[d) under a tree
and prawled oursel e out to leep, the next day we
left the wagon and made a few meander, from the
road, and we got 10 t; night came on, and our ap[p]etites
began to grow sharp, so we trudged along, now and
then cheered by the howling of wol e or Koyota as
they call them here, so me time in the night we aw a
light and when we got to it, it wa a boarding tent kept
by and old Mormon woman, we got supper, and the
infernal old buggar charged us 2 dollar a piece. The
next day we got to our destined place, and we prospected
around a few days and finally got to work, we Bought
a couple of horses, and went to packing dirt about 1 Y2
miles to water where we wa hed it, we cou ld make from
8 to 16 dollars per day each, some day we could make
more we have made as mu ch as 30 doll[ar] s a piece,
but these days are carce. We worked in this way for
a few weeks, we then went to work and built ourselves a cabin, and got our winters provisio ns, which we
got very cheap we got flour for 50 dollars per bbl, and
other things in proportion.
There are no persons in thi s part of. the mines that
either of us ever saw before, but since we have been
here we have become acquainted with a great many
noble fellows, as there are no other kind of men here. 72
Since the wet season has commenced there is not much
doing, as we cant work more than one third of the
time, last Sunday night it began to snow and continued
doing so until wednesday, when it began to rain and
is still raining and god knows when it will quit, as for
Gold news, I am almost affraid to say anything for
there are many reports that are not true it was reported
that there was 80 thousand dollars taken out of a smalJ
ravine about 200 yds long, we worked 30 feet of it, and
I know that there was not more than 10 thousand
dollars taken out of it, the largest lump was worth 224
dollars. There are men here that do not make any
thing, but the least that I ever made when I worked a
whole day, was 5 dollars . We have been here ever
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since I came to the country but intend leaving, as soon
as the wet season is over. There is little communication
from here to Sacramento City so you cant expect much
news from me as I cant get any.
I shall now give you a littl e about cabin affairs.
I never enjoyed a more pleasant time in my life, we
are lulled to sleep by the howling of the Koyotas, and
in the morning awake[ne]d by the same. We cook
week about, and I tell you we do it up brown, but we
sometimes make mistakes, one day I thought that I
would bake a few gingercakes to take along for dinner
when we went to work, and to work I went, but instead
of getting the ginger I got a paper that contained
mu sta rd , and soused it into the dough, our cakes were
sweet, but they did not taste much of ginger. On
Christmas day we go some venison, and we envited [sic]
Mr. Martin and Hall (two men from Cumberland Co.
one a clerk and other an attorney at law) to come and
dine with us. 0 what a glorious feast; we had venison
Potpie Snity pie, and Brandy toddy. On New year
day they did the same, and we had a good time, and
were as happy as Christians.
Before I close I have a few requests to make in the
first place I want you to write to me, and give me a
general history of everything about the pleasant hills of
old Sewickly7J I also want to tell John POOP4 I would
like to Jaw him awhile, but as I cannot do that I want
him to write me a letter, and I will then do the same,
also do tell A C Hamilton 75 the same, it would do me
good now to hear from home for I have never yet got
the scratch of a pen or heard a word from home, since I
left there. I sent to San Francisco for letters with
Mr Heath and as he was returning he got drowned,
and if there were any letters there for me, they are now
in the Bottom of the american River so I want a new
supply, direct you[r] letter to Sacramento City. Tell
them two old maids, Harry and Molly that I have not
forgot them yet, and that I hope they have got men,
either large or small, and would also like to hear from
them, Thomas from Newyork is in the cabin with us,
and he can make more fun than will do IO men he sends
his sincere love to the people of the united States.
Pleas[e] let Father and Leighttys76 know that I am well,
and hope that they are the same. I have writ[t]en many
letters, to many different persons But have never yet
received any so this is the last that I will write till I get
one.
There will be a meeting held here to morrow for the
purpose of getting men to go up the river farther to a
little village, for to chastise the Indians for some qepredations that they have committed, but i think it was
serving the whites rite for they in the first place killed
4 or 5 of the Indians.
It is now about 3 Oclock in the morning, so I must
close, give my best respects to uncle, and all the family,
and to all the good people about there, now I want
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yo u to write as soo n as you receive this, and I hope you
will get many more to write I dont care how many, they
will all be exceptable, , Robbin s wishes that if you see
any of his folks that you will in form then [sic]
that he is well, I will now retire to my virtuous couch
as I am a little sleepy , no more at presen[t].
But remain yours
John A Markle
[illeg.]
Rec Q Tuesday morning Apr 23 rd 1850
John L Markle
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use o f the na me Hum bolt Ri ver ind ica tes that he also carried a co py
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49; for the proliferation of guidebooks, see Ray Alllen] Billiington,
" Books that Won the Wes t: The Guidebooks of the Forty-niners
& Fifty-niners," American West 4 (August 1967) : 25-32,72-75 .
" The Humbo lt Ri ver flow s across the northern portio n of the
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northwestern quadrant of the present state of Nevada . Isaac Wistar ,
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,. A later passage in the letter indicates that the guide was either
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What I Saw in CaltJorma: Being the Journal oj a Tour . .. in the
Years 1846, 1847 was a day-by-day account of hi journey and a
popular guidebook among the Forty-niners. Bryant, What I Saw,
pp . -vi, ix-xiii.
,0Markle was not alone in his skepticism; other Forty-niners criticized
Bryant and Fremont's descriptions of egetation along the Humbolt
River which disappointed emigrants referred to as the Humbug.
Potter, ed ., Trail to California, p. 190, note 6 .
61 Morpheus was the god of dreams in Greek and Roman mythology.

" In the winter of 1846- 18 47 , a party of emigrants organized by
Jacob and Geo rge Donner became snowbound in an early winter
strom at Donner Pass, approximately fifteen miles northwest of
Lake Tahoe in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. Fifteen members of the
Donner party started for help on December 16, but the first rescue
party did not arrive until February 19 , 1847. In the meantime, the
stranded survivors resorted to cooking and eating the flesh of the weaker
members who died from exposure and starvation. Only forty-five of the
eighty-nine members of the Donner party who left Fort Bridger in 1846
survived; Mr. and Mrs. Graves and Franklin Graves perished .
Edwin Bryant reported that the human remains were buried and the
cabins burned in June 1847, but Wakeman Bryarly and Isaac
Wistar as well as Markle recorded seeing human skeletal remains and
cabins in Augu st 1849. Billington, Far Western Frontier, pp . 110114; Bryant, What I Saw, pp. 261, 263 ; Potter, ed., Trail to California.
p. 202; Wistar, Autobiography, p . III.
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"Potter, ed., Trail to
California, p. 187, note I.
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"Sacra mento was la id out in 1848 on John A . Sutter's farm at the
confl uence of the Sacramento and Am erican rivers, and Sacramento
grew rapidly as a supply ce nter for miners. For a view of Sacramento
in the early 1850's, see Lee Foster, "Old Sacramento," American
Wesl 13 (May-Jun e 1976): 20-27 .
" The C row tribe inhabited th e area between the North Platte and
Yellowstone rivers within the present boundarie of Wyo ming and
Monta na. The Cro w Indians were members of the Siouan linguisti c
gro up .

" The Northern Shoshoni who belonged to the Uto-Aztecan linguistic
family inhabited the northwestern quadrant of the prese nt tate of
Utah and the western section of the prese nt state of Wyoming .
" Snak e was the common name given to the Northern Paiute, a dialectic divi sion of the Shoshonean group of Uto-Aztecan stock. Some
emigrants referred to the Shoshoni as Snake I ndians, and the nake
or Northern Paiute occupied the northern portion of the Great Basin .
The Southern Paiute Indians were sometimes referred to as the Diggers
or Snake Diggers, and were regarded as most dangerous and treacherous
of all. They, too, were of Uto-Aztecean stock and maintained a
prehorse culture in the southern portion of the Great Basin . The
Diggers were despised by the Forty-niner for stealing catt le; in most
arid areas of the Great Southwest, Digger Indians ate grubs and
earthworms and sometimes even clay was ingested .

Paiute Indian of Utah and Nevada.
12

" J . Shotts, G . Steiner, and J. Ellcessor were listed among the
individuals from Westmoreland County who were encamped with the
Pittsburgh and California Enterprise Company at St. Joseph on April
13,1849. Pillsburgh Daily Gazelle, April 30, 1849.
" In the manu script of Markle's leller, the name Taylor is surrounded
by a field of dots. E. Tay lor was li sted among the individuals from
Wes tmoreland Co unt y who were encamped with the Pittsburgh and
California Enterprise Compan y at St. Jose ph on April 13, 1849.
Pillsburgh Daily Gazelle, April 30, 1849.
" Lorin Robbins was not li sted among the individuals from Westmo rel a nd Co unty who were enca mped with the Pittsburgh and California Enterprise Co mpany at St. Joseph on April 13, 1849, but a
lat er passage in the letter indicates that he was from Westmoreland
County. Robbins may ha ve been th e so n of Moses Robbins, age
fifty-five, whose family in 1850 included five children between the
ages of eighteen and twenty- three. Pillsburgh Daily Gazelle, April
30 1849; U.S., Bureau of the Census, Populalion Schedules of the
Sevenlh Census of Ihe United Slates 1850: Pennsylvania (Washington, D.C.: Nationa l Archives Mi crofilm Publi ca tions, 1964), Roll
836, West moreland Co unty, North Huntingdon Tow nship , p. 373 ,
family 374.
" This statem ent was written, no doubt , with tongue in cheek . For
examples of in cidents in vo lving ga mbling, lewd women, cheating ,
fight s, and murder, see Giffen, ed ., Diaries of Peler Decker, pp.
249-255 . No doubt a real comraderie did exist, though.
" Sewickley Township is located in the so uthweste rn quadrant of
Westmoreland County, Penn sylvania.
" In 1850 John Pool, age twenty-five, and John Pool, age fifty-five,
resided in East Huntingdon Town ship, Westmoreland County,
Pennsvlvania . U.S ., Bureau of the Census, Populalion Schedules
Sevenll! Census 1850, Roll 836, p . 154 , families 122, 127.
" In 1850 A . Cooper Hamilton, age twenty-nine, li ved with his
parents in Sewickley Township, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania .
U.S., Bureau of the Census, Populalion Schedules Sevenlh Census
1850, Ro ll 837, p . 304, family 105 .
" In 1850 the familie s of Jacob Leighty, age forty -two, Jacob
Leighty, age forty -nine, Mark s Leight y, age forty, and John Leighty,
age fifty -o ne, lived in East Huntington Township , Westmoreland
County, Pennsy lvan ia. U .S. Bureau of the Census, Populalion
Schedules Sevenlh Census 1850, Roll 836, p. 157, family 169, p. 158,
family 177, p. 159 , famil y 203, p . 163, family 253 . Although it is
obviou that both the writer of the letter and the addressee knew well
the two young ladies so ungallantly adverted to as "Them two old
maids, " we are left to conjecture which of the local lasses named
Harriet and Mary had "men large or small" wi shed off on them:
Likewise we ha ve abso lutel y no clu e to the identity of " Thomas from
New York."

SPATIAL ORGANIZATION OF
THE SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
PLAIN DUTCH GROUP CULTURE REGION
TO 1975
By LEE C. HOPPLE
Actually the elements of the American subculture
which is today called Pennsylvania Dutch, and which
together comprise the Southeastern Pennsylvania Dutch
Community, developed as two distinctive culture patterns,
the main cleavage having been along religious lines. I
This religiously caused cultural division has been between the Plain Dutch 2 rural-folk and the Gay Dutch ,l
rural-urban cultures. The Gay Dutch, i.e. the Lutheran"
and Calvinist Reformed 5 sects, theologically representing
the conservative and middle-of-the-road branches of the
Protestant Reformation are those who live in what is
religiously called the world. The Plain Dutch, i.e.
the Anabaptist6 sects theologically representing the
radical wings ' of the Protestant Reformation, are those
who preferred to live apart from this world. 8

The Gay Dutch have always been the majority and the
Plain Dutch the minority . Thus, the Gay people set the
primary pattern for what is called the Pennsylvania
Dutch culture. But the Plain people created a culture
of their own, which because of its di stinctiveness to the
non-Dutch observer is now the symbol of everything
Dutch. 9
DELIMITATION AND DISTINCTIVE CHARACTER
OF THE SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
DUTCH COMMUNITY
The Southeastern Pennsylvania Dutch CommunitY, lo
encompasses a large portion of the southeastern quadrant of Pennsylvania (Figure 1) and includes all or parts
of 12 counties: Berks, Bucks, Chester, Dauphin, Dela-
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Figure 1. Location of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Dutch Community
verse in Pennsylvania
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Counties included in the Southeastern Pennsylvania Plain Dutch Region

ware, Lancaster, Lebanon, Lehigh , Montgomery, Northhampton, Philadelphia, and York (Figure 2). The area
of this community is approximately 5,800 square miles.
This predominantly Protestant Dutch Community is
culturally distinct from much of its surrounding territory
(Figure 1). To the northwest is found the prevailingly
Roman and Orthodox Catholic Anthracite Region; to the
southeast is a Pennsylvania region still marked by
numerous cultural remnants of its English Quaker
heritage; and eastward, the less tolerant religious
policy of colonial New Jersey early prevented extension
of Pennsylvania Dutch settlement in that direction.
Only to the south and west of the community are
cultural contrasts less pronounced, for a scattering of
Dutch people is found in sections of Maryland and southcentral Pennsylvania adjacent to the Pennsylvania Dutch
Community.
Within the area thus delimited are found representatives of all the major Protestant religious sects that
are known collectively as the Pennsylvania Dutch . No
other American -region of comparable size contains such
a large and concentrated number of these people.

THE SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH
COMMUNITY RELIGIOUS - SPATIAL HIERARCHY
A meaningful spatial analysis of the southeastern
Pennsylvania Dutch necessitates the classification of this
internally heterogeneous population into a religious
sectarian hierarchy . Within such a hierarchy, four
classificatory levels are recognized . The highest level
encompasses the totality of the Southeastern Pennsylvania
Dutch Community (Table I). The components of the
second classificatory level consist of the Gay Dutch
and the Plain Dutch groups, with the latter group
comprising the subject matter for this study. Each of
these groups includes, in turn, at least two religious
sects which are united by theological affinities and
cultural and economic characteristics. These sects
comprise the third order in the hierarchy (Table I).
Each third-order sect in the hierarchy consists of many
fourth-order congregations (Table I).
Moreover, an understanding of the contents of this
spatial analysis requires familiarity with a specialized
geographical and non-geographical vocabulary, parts of

Table I

The Southeastern Pennsylvania Dutch Community:

Religious and Spatial Hierarchy

Ceo r a hieal Universe

14

•

d
a Plain Dutch sec t
During the nine teenth century, the sec t
The Schwenkfelders o riginated a nd d eV~lOP~l as
d 1 s tituted a p~liCY of assimilation into American society.
abandoned its cohesiveness and cradit onB s m, an
~
h
Sine: the Schwenkfelders continue to retai n many
Presently t the Schwe nkfelders identlf)'dw1thf the f G~~e ~~~i~ Dutch e'Social attributes, for purposes of this
of thei r original religious beli efs an a e w 0
s tudy, they a r e included with the Plain Dut ch .

The Southeastern Pennsylvania Dutch CoCQunity:
MAGNITUDE

SPATIAL TERMWOLOGY

Spatial and Religious Tercinology

RELIGIOUS TERMINOLOGY

DEFINITION OF BOTH TERMINOLOGIES

First Orde r

Universe

Southeastern Pennsylvania Dutch Community

The community is the aggregate of
dispersed and nucleated Dutch
populations in the entire study
area , which is termed Universe.

Second Order

Region

Plain Dutch Group
or
Gay Du t ch Group

Each ~ consists of the aggregate of dispersed and nucleated
populations of those sects subscribing to the tenets of that
group . Each region consists of the
territory containing members of a
group. A group region includes
bo t h the group population and the
territory occupied by that group.

Third Orde r

Sub-Re gion

Plain Dutch Sects
Amish Sect
Dunkard Sect
Mennonite Sect
Schwenkfelder Sect

Each sect consists of the aggregate
of dispersed and nucleated populations of those congregations belonging to that sec t. Each sub-region
consists of the territory containing
members of a sect. A sect sub-region
incl ud es both the sec t population and
the t e rritory occupied by that sect.

Gay Du t ch Sec t s
Cal vinist Sect
Lutheran Sect
Fourth Order

Di s tri c t

Anyone of a large
number of cong r egations.

which may be unfamiliar to the reader. Hence, for
tho e not conversant with certain spatial terms, and with
terminology relating to the Pennsylvania Dutch, clarification of such co ncepts and terms as - COMMUNITY,
GROUP , SECT, CO GREGATION, UNIVERSE,
REGION, SUB-REGIO , and DISTRICT - is necessary.
The Southeastern Pennsy lvania Dutch Community is
herein defined a the aggregate of all the di spersed and
nucleated Dutch populations in the tudy area (Figures I
and 2). Based on Protestant religiou s sectariani sm,
this first order community is subdivided into three ca tegories of ub-communities which encompass progressively smaller numbers of religious adherents and occupy
increasingly more limited segments of geographical
space. Such an organization will facilitate the explanation and understanding of the spatial development and
theological organization of the Plain Dutch, because by
arranging the study area in four orders of geographical
space, it is possible to arrange the Protestant religious
hierarchy intQ four comparable orders of theological
unity.
In descending magnitude, the spatial orders are identified and delineated as UNIVERSE, REGION, SUBREGION and DISTRICT. Likewise, in terms of diminishing numbers of adherents, the components of the
religious hierarchy are recognized and defined as
COMMUNITY, GROUP, SECT, and CONGREGA nON. The spatial orders and religious hierarchial
orders enumerated in Table II correlate with the
contents of Table I.
It should be emphasized that because of the inter-

Each congregation consists of the
aggregate of dispersed and nucleated
populations who assemble together
at a specific place to conduct
rel igious worship services. Each
district consists of the territory
containing th e membe r s of a cong r egation. A congregational district
includes bo t h the cong r egational
population and the ter r ito r y occupied
by that congregation.

mixed spati al di tribution of members of the various
groups, ects, an d co ngregatio ns, there may be, and
frequently are, spatial overlaps between the territories
(reg ion s) containing members of two groups, a well as
equiva lent overlaps between the territories (sub-regions)
of the several sects, and the territories (districts) of the
various co ngregation s. In other words, the territories
of the co mponent religiou s elements within any order of
magnitude described in the above listing and shown in
Tables I and II are not necessarily mutually exclusive.
Moreover, these sects obviously are interspersed with
Ga y Dutch and non-Dutch populations .
These patterns of spatial interspersion and overlapping
of populations complicates the problem of delineating
boundaries. Despite this and certain other handicaps ,
the spatial organization of the Plain Dutch group region
and its several internal cultural zones is presented. "
DELIMIT A nON OF THE SOUTHEASTERN
PENNSYLV ANlA PLAIN DUTCH GROUP REGION
Anabaptist forefathers of the Plain Dutch commenced
their migrations to Pennsylvania shortly after the colony
was founded in 1682. First the Mennonites 12 began to
arrive in the 1680's, then the Amish ' J and Dunkards 14
in the 1720's, and fmally the Schwenkfelders'l in the 1730's.
By the end of the eighteenth century, between 20,000
and 25,000 German-speaking Anabaptists had rnigrated'6
to southeastern Pennsylvania (Figures I and 2). The
Schwenkfelders are included in this study because of
the very close religious and other affinities with the
other three sects .
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Figure 3 . Physiographic Provinces of
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Migration of Germanic European Protestants to
Pennsylvania occured mainly during the first half of
the eighteenth century. 17 Upon arriving in Philadelphia,
the Anabaptists proceeded directly to nearby Germantown where they obtained information about the cultural
and physical environments of the hinterlands of colonial
Pennsylvania.
On the basis of such information, the land-seeking,
agriculturally-oriented Anabaptists were attracted by the
level terrain and rich limestone soils of the nearby
Pennsylvania portion of the Great Valley (Figure 3).
The hilly terrain .and mediocre soils of the Piedmont
country appealed less to the Plain Dutch, and they have
never settled there in large numbers. The relative isolation, rugged terrain, and poor soils of much of the
Ridge and Valley country to the north, and of South
Mountain to the west, discouraged movement of the
Plain Dutch in those directions (Figure 3). Because
of their self-imposed cultural separatism, the Plain
Dutch were ignorant of the religious policies of colonial
Maryland and New Jersey, and thus were reluctant to
migrate southward and eastward beyond the Pennsyl-

Figure 4. Approximate territorial extent of
the Mennonite Sectarian Sub-region, 1975
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vania boundaries even though suitable environmental
conditions might have been available in neighboring
states.
Presently, the gross spatial characteristics of the four
Plain Dutch sectarian sub-regions (see Tables I and II)
seem to be a product of three controlling factors: (1)
the order of sectarian immigrations from Europe, (2) the
number of immigrants of each sect, and (3) the subsequent growth in sectarian populations.
The great majority of Anabaptist immigrants, and the
earliest to arrive, were the Mennonites, their migrations
- spaflrnngrtn~ -fYertou-fram-the 1680's to the 1770' s. 18
They early obtained some of the best farm lands in
the eastern part of the Dutch Community Universe
(Tables I and II) in close proximity to the port of
debarkation, Philadelphia (Figure 4). However, especially after 1725, to obtain land of comparable fertility,
many Mennonite immigrants moved farther westward.
The Mennonite sub-region now consists of these two
large and physically favorably endowed territories, and
nine small areas scattered across the Southeastern
Pennsylvania Plain Dutch Region (Figures 3 and 4) .
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Approximate territorial extent of the Dunkard Sectarian Sub-region, 1975
most till reside, in the eastern portion of the Plain
Dutch Group Region (Tables I, II, and Figure 6),
purchasing lands either unacceptable to (Figures 3 and 6)
or overlooked by the earlier Mennonite and Dunkard
immigrants. Spatial development of the Schwenkfelder
sub-region has been especially pronounced in recent
decades so that today, the boundaries of the community
embrace much of the eastern half of the Southeastern
Pennsylvania Dutch Community Universe (Tables I, II,
and Figure 6).
The last Anabaptist sect to arrive in Pennsylvania
was the Amish, 21 whose early members settled in the
south-central part of the Dutch Community Universe
(Tables I, II, and Figure 7) away from the earlierestablished Mennonite, Dunkard, and Schwenkfelder
territories (Figures 4, 5, and 6) for this was the last of
remaining large contiguous tracts of fertile limestone
soi l in the Dutch Community Universe (Figures 3 and 7).
Compared to those of their predecessors, the Amish
sub-region has not experienced marked spatial expansion
over the decades and is the smallest of the four sectarian
sub-regions (Tables 1 and II), consisting of two areas

The Dunkards were the second Anabapti st sect to
reach Pennsylvania arriving between 1719 and 1729,
but unlike the Mennonites, they initially dispersed widely
across southeastern Pennsylvania (Figure 5). Since the
number of Dunkard immigrants was small, numbering
only 228, 19 population growth in, and territorial expansion of the subregion proceeded slowly . Indeed,
major growth was delayed until the twentieth century
when, because of the late date, it was confined to territorial peripheral lands to the west of the earlierestablished Mennonite sub-region (Figures 4 and 5).
The Dunkard sub-region presently includes one large
contiguous area and ten small, widely-dispersed sites
(Figure 5).
In all, 206 Schwenkfelder immigrants arrived in
Pennsylvania in the 1730's20 and thus were the third of
the four Anabaptist sects to reach the state . Unlike
the Dunkards, the Schwenkfelders apparently chose to
remain in proximity to one another, for they initially
settled in only a few closely-spaced sites. Probably
because of the large Plain Dutch populations that had
settled farther west, the Schwenkfelders remained , and

Figure 6. Approximate territorial extent of the
Schwenkfelder Sectarian Sub-region, 1975
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Approximate territorial extent of the Amish Sectarian Sub-region, 1975

of.settlement (Figure 7).
Thus, by the end of 1975 after almost three
centuries of territorial growth, the dimensions of the four
Plain Dutch sectarian sub-regions of southeastern Pennsylvania are: Amish, nearly 600 square miles; Mennonite, approximately 1600 square miles; Dunkard, about
1700 . square miles; and Schwenk felder, some 2200
square miles (Table III) . Because of the spatial interspersion of Plain Dutch sectarians, and the conseq uent
overlapping of sub-regions, however, the composite
area of the four Plain Dutch sub-regions is only about
4000 square miles (compare Figures 4, 5, 6, and 7).
Major concentrations of Plain Dutch peoples (Figures 8)
are dispersed across the composite area of the four
sub-regions. Present population estimates of the subregions are: Amish 11,000; Dunkard 27,000; Mennonite
38,000; and Schwenkfelder 4,000 (Table Ill). Estimated
sub-regional population densities are: Amish 18;
Dunkard 16; Mennonite 24; and Schwenkfelder 2 (Table
III). The area of major concentration of Plain Dutch
(Figure 8) correlates with the composi te boundaries

of the four sub-regions (Figures 4 through 7). Population density ranges from as low as 2 per square mile
to as many as 50 per square mile in sections where numbers
of two or more sects are interspersed with one another
because of overlapping sub-regions . However, the
average Plain Du tch population density in the area of
major concentration is about 13'per square mile (compare
Figures 4 through 8 and Table lII).
Minor concentrations of Plain Dutch sectarians are
found across the· remaining section of the Southeastern
Pennsylvania Dutch Community Universe (Figure·s 1, 2,
and 8). The territories occupied by the major and minor
concentrations of sectarians together comprise the Plain
Dutch Group Region of Southeastern Pennsylvania. 22
Although there is close correlation with zones of
population concentration, the several culture zones within
the Plain Dutch region are identified by the degree to
which the sects Rave re·tained the attributes of Plain
Dutchness. An understanding of the concept of Plain
Dutchness requires· an examination of the internal
organization of the sectarian sub-regions.

Table III
Approximate Area and Population of the
Southeaste rn Pennsylvania Plain Dutch Group Sub-Regi0n (1975)

Approx imate
Population

Approximate
Population
Density per
Square Mile

600

11,000

18

Du nkard

1,700

27,000

16

Mennonite

1,600

38,000

24

Schwenkfelder

2,200

4,000

2

TOTAL
(Approximate)

6,000

80,000

13

Approximate
Area in
Square Miles

Se ct
Amish

18

20

Source s:

Me nnonite yearbooks; Lancaster New Era (various
editions); Schwenkfelder Library; numerous
intervi e ws; fi eld reconnaissance.
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DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNAL ORGANlZATION
OF THE SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
PLAIN DUTCH GROUP REGIO
To preserve their religious identity and to defend
their traditional societies against extinction by persecution, the Anabaptists in Europe isolated themselves
from the world culturally and socially. Spatio-economic
isolation, however, was not and is not a tenet of Anabaptism, but emerged only when the movement was
banished from the European towns and forced to survive
in the hinterlands. 23 Since they were accustomed to
residing in spatially and culturally isolated rural farm
villages in the European hinterlands, the Anabaptist
immigrants avoided the established towns and cities
of southeastern Pennsylvania.

Settlement Organization
After arriving in Philadelphia, the Anabaptists dispersed into the rural territories of all the counties now
comprising the Southeastern Pennsylvania Dutch
Community (Figure 2) in search of fertile farm lands. 24
They preferred to live adjacent to one another if suitable
agricultural lands were available. The alternative was to
reside in as close proximity as possible. But even
during the early eighteenth century, much of rural
southeastern Pennsylvania was already sparsely populated and, in addition, many uninhabited tracts had
been surveyed and purchased. Hence, in most places,
the Plain Dutch settlers were unable to obtain lands
adjacent to each other, and they could only live in as
close proximity as the availablity of farm land would
permit.
Since the Plain Dutch were interspersed with nonPlain Dutch people spatially, they were unable to develop
the small nucleated sectarian agricultural villages in

Pennsylvania that characterized the Anabaptist settlement pattern in Europe. Moreover, in other ways also,
the Southeastern Pennsylvania Plain Dutch Region
never became a German cultural transplant, for despite
Plain Dutch efforts to the contrary, the interspersing of
Plain Dutch and non-Plain Dutch peoples caused
cultural mixing to begin almost immediately. B But
like their European counterparts, they emerged as distinctively religiously controlled spatial systems.
Nearly all the Schwenkfelders arrived at Philadelphia
in one migration and the Dunkards in two migrations.
The Amish and Mennonites arrived in smaller, more
numerous migrations. 26 Unsuccessful in their endeavor
to live adjacent to each other, the Plain Dutch immigrants were at least able to purchase land and develop
farms in sufficiently close proximity so as to produce
clusters of sectarian farm residences. 2 7 Immigrants
either moved into an area adjacent to a cluster already
developed by members of their sect, thus expanding it,
or they organized a new sectarian rural farm cluster.
This pattern of migration and settlement, adhered to
by most Anabaptist sects, repeated itself until the
Southeastern Pennsylvania Dutch Community landscape
was dotted with these rural farm clusters.
Each Plain Dutch sect's rural clusters were early
organized into congregational districts (see Tables I and
II). Considering church buildings worldly, 28 the Plain
Dutch conducted religious services either in private
homes or in meetinghouses. As private homes and meetinghouses could only. accommodate a small number of
persons, congregational populations were small, being
comprised at most of only a few dozen families.
The districts were territorially small, ranging in size
from 2 to 30 miles. Their size was primarily determined by a combination of three factors: (1) the
number of persons that could assemble in the smallest
homes and meetinghouses, (2) the spatial distribution

19

of fa milies tha t comprised a cluster, and (3) the di stance
a horse-drawn carriage could transport a person in
a pproximately an hour. Depending upon the number
and distributional pattern of families comprising a single
settlement cluster , it might have been 'divided into
several congregational districts.29 The broad pattern of
spatial developmeot,. and territorial organization of each
congregationa l di strict p(actica lly duplicated all others
because of the s imila~ity . of religious and cultural
influences .

Economic Organization
The economic attributes of the congregational districts
were quickly oriented toward achieving self-sufficiency. 30
As percei ved by the Plain Dutchman , this goal was
closely associated with, and a lmost entirel y dependent
upon, farming and ancillary occupations. Farming was
not an original tenet of Anabapti sm ; it developed as a
major value only after the movement was banished to
the E uropean hinterlands . 31 Hence, to the Plain Dutchman in southeastern Pennsylvania, tilling the soil was
looked upon as a Godly endeavor. Plain Dutch agriculture has evolved in three stages: (1) intensive subsistent farming evolved in the eighteenth century , (2) intensive subsistent combined with general commercial
farming developed during the nineteenth century, and
(3) intensive subsistent with specialized commercial
farming emerged in the twentieth century. 32 Despite
the development of commercial agriculture, the home
economy of many a Plain Dutchman remains essentially self-sufficient. 33

Socio-Culture Organization
The self-sufficiency concept of the Plain Dutchman
encompassed more than the economic life, for his
insistence upon retreating from the world was predicated
upon a high degree of cultural independence . Hence,
all spiritual, social , and cultural needs of the individual literally from the cradle to the grave were met
and satisfied by the local community. Congregational
districts , therefore, emerged as multi bonded, symbolic,
religiously controlled, self-governing communities. The
membership of each congregational district was firmly
bonded together symbolically by its own set of traditions,
conventions, and ceremonial functions, which found
expression through a formal set of church rules .
Since the Plain Dutch tend to be pervasively religious, 34
the church 3l became the center of authority, and through
the iron-clad leadership of its bishop, 36 the church
controlled all aspects of Plain Dutch life.
As head of the church and leader of the congregation in his district, the bishop was entrusted with
the enforcement of the ORDNUNG,31 or rules of the
church. Moreover, the bishop was empowered with the
MEIDUNG,38 which he placed upon all those who violated the rules.

20

Since in effect , each congregational di strict was religiously autonomou s, REGEL and ORDNUNG were
formulated independently by each congregation . However, the bishops of all the congregational di stricts.
comprising a given sect assembled periodically in order
to formulate specific church rules which were to be
binding on all the member congregations. Since none
of the Pla in Dutch sects possessed a supreme clerical
authority, absolute uniformity was not achieved by any
sect. But, except for some minor variations among its
congregational di stricts, each sect succeeded in developing some common church rules. These rules had subtle
symbolic significance which permitted the knowledgeable observer to identify the adherents of each Plain
Dutch sect. Rules characterizing eighteenth century
society as a whole are reviewed below . 39
Except for illness, compulsory attendance at religious
services was demanded. The Plain Dutch insisted that
regular church attendance bonded the community together and cemented famil y solidarity. The congregational districts placed great stress on the wearing of
plain c1othes,40 for such attire was considered to be
religious garb worn to set the wearer apart from the
world. 41 Each sect adopted its own particular styles .
Hence, the sectarian affiliation of the Plain Dutchman
could be identified by the type of plain clothing worn .42
The Plain Dutch community became a trilingual
speech community. High German was the language
required for use in religious services. The Pennsylvania
Dutch dialect was expected in everyday conversation
and in printed material whose circulation was limited to
the Plain- Dutch._wmld _ English was only permitted
when communicating, in conversation or in print, with
non-Dutch people. Hence, required speech patterns
tended to bond the community and isolate it socially.
Cultivation of the soil was considered a moral directive,
and farming and related occupations were encouraged
by the church . 43 Education was rigidly controlled.
Formal education beyond the elementary grades was
forbidden on grounds that it was of little practical
value for farmers. 44 Most congregational districts
operated a parochial school which, in addition to
teaching elementary subjects, was entrusted with instilling
in the student a profound respect for the past and a
deep suspicion of anything new. Contemporaneous
eighteenth-century inventions and changes were rejected
on the assumption that they were worldly things, and
therefore sinful and un-Godly . The major ceremonial
functions of life - baptism, courtship, marriage, burial were closely supervised.' l
Conforming to such traditions as wearing plain clothing,
conversing in the Pennsylvania Dutch dialect, tilling the
soil, resisting cultural change, perpetuating the ceremonial community, and controlling education developed
as conventional practices in the eighteenth century.
These and other conventions became visible or perceptual

symbol s which identified the Plain Dutch community,
symbols which served as a constant reminder to the Plain
Dutchman that sacred tradition was the be t way of
life. Thus, the eighteenth-century Southea tern Pennsylvania Plain Du tch secta rian congregational di trict
emerged as small , di sti nctive, cohesive, tatic, clo eknit, self-s ufficient, isolated, rural-folk communitie . <6
Th e extent to which the various Plain Dutch ects
ha ve been able to pre erve these folk culture attributes
of Plain Du tchn ess through time is closely related to
th e degree of retention of th eir early Anabapti t
religious beliefs and practices. These beliefs and practices
influenced cultural perceptions and directed co mmuni cation patterns.

Communication Pal/em s and Cultural Perceptions
Respect for tradition was one of the original major
values of E uropea n Anabapti sm, 41 and conformity to
tradition ca used conservatism and socio-cultural isolation . Thus, sects adhering to the purest form of
Anabapti sm became much more traditionally oriented
than sects adopting more modified types of Anabaptism.
Tradition-directed peoples perpetuate their mores through
attitudes of conservatism and social isolation . Isolation
is predicated upon Limited and controlled communication.
The most conservative Plain Dutch sects have attempted
to prevent cultural change by regulating the frequency
and direction of their communication. Spatially, three
eighteenth-century Plain Dutch co mmunication links' s
can be recognized, namely : between congregations of
the same sect, between different sects, and b ~tween
a sect and the outside world.
Because of their common ORDNUNG and the subequent similarity of religious beliefs, ways of thinking
and behaving were similar for all members of a given
sect (Amish, Dunkard, Mennonite, and Schwenkfelder).
Hence, a strong cultural and psychological homogeneity
developed among congregations belonging to the same
sect,49 and they communicated as frequently as possible.
However, since the component congregational districts
of a given sect were exemplified by a high degree of
social as well as economic self-sufficiency, communications between congregational districts was generally
limited to discussions of religious subjects. so Nearby
congregational districts belonging to a sect communicated among themselves frequently and directly .
Communications became less frequent as distances
separating congregational districts increased. If
congregational districts were quite remote from each
other, communications were infrequent and indirect;
instead, information was usually relayed by congregational
districts situated at intermediate locations.
Bonds of cultural kinship resulting from a common
Anabaptist heritage also existed among the several
eighteenth-century Plain Dutch sects S ) (Amish, Dunkard,
Mennonite, and Schwenkfelder). Frequency of

communi ation among the e e t varied inver el \ ith
di fference in the degree of their e tarian religiou
con er ati m, but the frequency of ommuni ation
between each ect and the out ide world aried dire tl
with the degree of their religiou liberali m. The e
Pla in Dutch religiou
ect ommunication pattern
were conditioned b a dualistic ie of the \ orld. 51
The Pl ain Du tch co ncept of reality included an in ide
ectarian iew of a irtuou
nabapti t culture and an
out ide world iew of an impu re a nd e il non- nabapti t culture. '3 Moreo er, each nabapti t e t percei ed it own in ide culture a one of extreme purity
and goodness, coexi ting with, and in co ntinual co nflict
irtuous cultures of other Anabapti t ect .
with the Ie
The intensity with which each Plain Dutch sect
alued its cu lture, percei ed the co ntra t between it
mores and those of other ects, and feared ociocultural co ntact and co nflict with the outside world
was directly related to the degree of con ervatism in their
Anabapti t beliefs. Sects practici ng the most original
and fundamental forms of Anabapti sm believed their
Plain Dutch cultures were pure and undiluted in compari on
to sects practicing more modified types of Anabaptism . In the eyes of those adhering to original
Anabaptism, as other sects modified their religious
beliefs and cultures, they became increasingly worldly. As
the more conservative sects attempted to prevent modification of their cultures, and thus remain static in
relation to the changing world, contrasts between the
sectarian and outside world cul tures became greater
through time. 54
The importance assigned by each Plain Du tch sect to
its cultural contrasts with other sects, and to cultural
conflicts with the surrounding world, diminished as
sectarian religious co nservatism decreased . Hence, the
degree to which each sect valued social isolation as a
means of preventing cultural change can be recognized
and evaluated according to a scale of relative communications frequencies. " The Amish, practicing the purest
form of Anabapti sm, became an ultra conservative
sect. 56 The Mennonites, adhering to a slightly less
rigid type of Anabaptism, emerged as a conservative
sect. " The Dunkards, professing to a diluted type of
Anabaptism, developed as a moderately conservative
sect. sa And the Schwenkfelders, adhering to an Inner
Light faith akin to, but separate from Anabaptism,
became a liberal sect. 59
The flow of communication between a more conserative sect and a less conservative sect was nearly always
initiated by the former. The frequency of this communication was contingent upon the more conservative
sects' fear of cultural dilution by the less conservative
sect. Cultural differences became more pronounced,
and the frequency of communication decreased, as the
degree of conservatism separating the sects increased. A
counterflow of communication from the less conser-
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va ti ve to the more conservative sect follow ed, and it
was equal in frequenc y to the opposite flow beca use
it depended on the more conservative sect 's willingness
to accept contact.
Culturall y, the ultra-conservative Amish considered
the mores of the conservative Mennonites to be most
like theirs, those of the moderately conservati ve Dunkards
as less so, and those of the liberal Schwenkfelders
as least like their own. Thus, the Amish communicated
moderately frequently with the Mennonites, infrequently
with the Dunkards, and very infrequentl y with the
Schwenkfelders. The Mennonites, in turn, communicated moderately frequently with the Dunkards, and infrequently with the Schwenkfelders . Both the Dunkards
and Schwenkfelders disregarded cultural di fferen ces
between them and they communicated frequently.
The counterflow of communication from the Schwenkfelders and Dunkards to the Mennonites and Amish
was controlled by the latter two sects; a nd between
the Mennonites and Amish by the last named.
Communication between the various Plain Dutch
religious sects and the outside world was predicated on
factors similar to those controlling the communications
among the several Plain Dutch sects themselves .
The Amish, almost completely rejecting non-Plain Dutch
cultures, communicated very infrequently with the outside world . The Mennonites, who were slightly less
insistent upon retreating from non-Anabaptist mores,
communicated infrequently with the surrounding world.
Dunkard communication with the world society at
large was moderately frequent since they were considerably
more tolerant of other cultures . Holding to a much
more liberal viewpoint, the Schwenkfelders commun~
cated frequently with non-Plain Dutch society. Many
spatial vestiges of the above-described eighteenth-century
Plain Dutch religious group communications pattern
can still be recognized.
The four sects comprising the Southeastern Pennsylvania Plain Dutch Group Region, therefore, have been
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characterized by widely divergent trends in cultural
characteri stics since first reaching American soil in the
late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. These
trend s are easily recognized by observing the varying
degree to which the several sects and sub-sects 60 have
become over time assimilated into contemporaneous
American culture (Figure 9).
Thus, the degree to which each sect has been able to
preserve the attributes of Plain Dutchness which are
exemplified by the visible and perceptual symbols of the
tradition-directed rural-folk society is directly related to
rates of sectarian cultural assimilation (Figure 9).
Moreover, and as previously explained, assimilation is
directly related to the degree of retention of fundamental
Anabaptist beliefs and subsequent sectarian conservatism. Hence, the attributes of Plain Dutchness displayed by the sects and sub-sects can be measured on
a scale of religious conservatism in which Plain Dutchness and conservatism co-vary .
THE SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
PLAIN DUTCH CULTURE REGION
The Plain Dutch Culture Region of Southeastern
Pennsylvania consists of three clearly distinctive zones:61
an internal, comprised of one larger and two smaller
sub-zones which together encompass about 600 square
miles; an external, consisting of two large sub-zones
which collectively embrace approximately 3400 square
miles; and an outer transition zone covering some 1800
square miles (Figure 10) . The combined area of the
internal and external zones match, almost exactly,
the composite territory of the four sectarian sub-regions
and corresponds with the area of major concentrations
of Plain Dutch . (Compare figures 4,5,6,7,8 and 10.)
The transition zone encompasses all the Southeastern
Pennsylvania Plain Dutch Group Regional territory
containing minor concentrations of these sectarians
(Figures 8 and 10) . But as previously noted, culture
zones are based on the attributes of "Plain Dutchness ."
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Southeastern Pennsylvania Plain Dutch Culture Region

The internal Culture Zone
This internal zone 6 2 is the home of the conservative
Old Order Mennonites and the ultra-conservative Old
order Ami sh, currently the least assimi lated Plain Dutch
sects (Figure 9). Presentl y, Old Order Amish and Old
Order Mennonites are inter persed with one another in
the Lancaster County sub-zon e, the Lebanon County
sub-zone is Old Order Ami sh territory, and the Berks
County sub-zone is an Old Order Mennonite settlement
(Figures 2 and 10) .
The Old Order Plain Dutch have succeeded in perpetuating the fundamental precepts of Anabaptism .
Literally, the entire life of the Old Order sectarians
revolves around the sacred time-honored traditions of
their ancestors . The internal zone (Figure 10) is the
bastion of the close-knit, multi-bonded, socia ll y isolated, Plain Dutch rural-folk society which finds expression in the congregational district (Tables I and II) .
The internal culture zone embraces the Old Order Plain
Dutch congregational districts located in the culture
region.
The tradition-directed Old Order sects persist in use of
the horse-and-buggy; wearing the distinctive sectarian
Plain garb; worshipping in barns, private homes, or
small meetinghouses; perpetuating tri-lingual speech
patterns; controlling communications; remaining socially
isolated; operating parochial schools; resisting technology;
and devoting their lives to farming. In these and many
other ways, the Old Order Plain Dutch have been able
to resist cultural change and thus preserve their closed
traditional rural-folk congregational district societies.
By rigidly maintaining their eighteenth-century mores
the Old Order sects have come to be a present-day
spatio-cultural anachronism in twentieth-century southeastern Pennsylvania . An excursion across the lands
of the Old Order Amish and Old Order Mennonites

leaves little doubt that these territories comprise the core,
indeed the heartland of everythi ng Plain Dutch. The
visible symbols of Plain Dutchness are easily recogni zed
by the most casua l observer and the perceptual symbo ls
are equally easily noticed by the serious student of
the e indomitable people.

The External Culture Zone
The external zone 6 3 (Figure 10) is the land of the
moderately conservative to liberal Dunkards and various
non-Old Order Mennonite sects and sub-sects and the
ultra-liberal Schwenkfelders. Although relatively large
numbers of these sects inhabit this zone, they are by no
means uniform ly distributed . Presently , the non-Old
Order Menn onite population is about equally divided
among the two sub-zones (Figures 4 and 10). Dunkards
are also found in both sub-zo nes, but the majority
reside in the western sectio n (Figures 5 and 10).
Nearly all the Schwenkfelders live in the eastern subzone (Figures 6 and 10).
These moderately conservative to ultra-liberal sects
have not valued traditionalism nearly as deeply as have
the Old Order sects . By gradually abandoning their
eighteenth and nineteenth-century ways, their Anabaptist
tenets have consequently become increasingly diluted.
As Anabaptist practices become more impure, conservatism decreases and cultural assimilation accelerates.
Today the Dunkards and non-Old Order Mennonites
utilize modern transportation, have adopted many
twentieth-century styles of clothing, are no longer trilingual, conduct worship services in church buildings,
communicate relatively freely with the outside world,
have practically abandoned the practice of social
isolation, attend modern public schools, accept technology, are de-emphasizing the importance of agriculture, and are obtaining employment in a wide
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variety of occupations. Modernization accompa;".ied
by its consequent cultural assimilation (Figure 9) has
already precipitated movement of substantial segments
of the Dunkard and non-Old Order Mennonite populations from rural farm to rural non-farm and urban
areas .
The ultra-liberal Schwenkfelders are the very antithesis of the Old Order Plain Dutch. Cultural dilution
progressed at a more rapid pace than that of any
other Plain Dutch sect (Figure 9). Almost completely
assimilated into contemporary society, the Schwenkfelders are the most diversified, mobile, and urbanized
of the sects. Indeed, the Schwenkfelders are no longer
Plain Dutch.
Thus, the small distinctive, cohesive, static, closeknit, self-sufficient, isolated, Plain Dutch rural-folk
congregational district community which still typifies
the internal core zone has virtually disappeared from
the exernal zone. The visual and perceptual symbols of
Plain Dutchness are difficult to recognize, indeed, the
former are fast disappearing. For example, the windmill, once used to pump water, has not been retained
for even decorative purposes. Except for prayer ,caps,
modified forms of Plain clothing are only worn by
Dunkards and non-Old Order Mennonites to attend
religious services and on ceremonial occasions. The
Schwenkfelders, of course, are totally indistinguishable
from the modern Americans among whom they now live,
work, and socialize.
In summary, the Dunkards and non-Old Order
Mennonites accept change, and are being rapidly swept
into the mainstream of American life; and for the Schwenkfelders, the process of acculturation is complete
(Figure 9). Hence, the external culture zone (Figure 10)
is, in fact, an area of rapidly accelerating cultural
assimilation which retains but vestiges of eighteenthand ninteenth century Plain Dutch life.

The Transition Cultural Zone
The territory extending from the edge of the external
zone of assimilation, and from boundaries of portions of
two sub-zones of the internal cultural hearth is a zone
of rapid cultural transition 64 (Figure 10) which extends
to the boundaries of the Plain Dutch Group Region
(Tables I, II and Figure 2). The few Dunkard and nonOld Order Mennonite families scattered across this
zone become more widely separated from one another
and become more thinly interspersed among non-Plain
Dutch with increasing distance from the internal and
external zones, therefore, mores become more diluted,
communication and interaction with non-sectarians
increases, and the Plain Dutch culture gradually disappears, merging with the surrounding world.
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CONCLUSION
Despite the intensity of their efforts to the contrary,
not even the most ultra-conservative Plain Dutch sect
has been able to remain completely cohesive and static
through time. Each sect has experienced different
kinds and amounts of social, cultural, and economic
change. These changes have occured both internally
and externally; some have been progressive and others
regressive. The velocity and direction of territorial
adjustments, and internal spatial readjustments caused
by these changes has varied considerable among the sects.
Some sects continue to survive the impact of the modern
world relatively unshaken, whereas for other sects,
this impact has proven to be a devastatingly traumatic
experience. The trend toward increasing assimilation of
all Plain Dutch sects into the general American c",lture
of any given time will probably continue into the future,
and perhaps at increasing rates. Eventually, the entire
Plain Dutch culture may be absorbed into American
society.
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By MAC E. BARRICK
Wagon model from Ply mouth, near Wilkes-Barre; painted glossy black.

The consideration of folk toys has heretofore generally
been relegated to a few lines in studies of games, I a reference or two to quaint or primitive "rustic" toys ,> or
to an occasional craft book explaining how to make
such objects. J Only with some difficulty can one even
arrive at a definition of folk toy, since most books
on folklore and anthropology omit the subject entirely.
One might think that toys are considered too insignificant
to be worth serious consideration, were it not that
folklorists have collected and studied almost everything
else from rope-woods to latrinalia.
Part of this sin of omission may be the result of a
tendency on the part of collectors and museum-keepers
to classify any handmade artifact as folk art or a misuse
of the antique dealers' term "primitive" for anything
old, made of wood. It is somewhat unfortunate that
twentieth-century Americans, with a reawakened interest
in antiquarianism, have raised to the level of art many
simple creations that left the hands of their manufacturers as mere toys whose sole purpose was the
amusement of children or perhaps to amuse the maker
himself. Too often the folk concept of art is determined
by the price the object commands. The man in Plainfield, Pennsylvania, who laments having as a child
chopped to pieces a fine Schimmel rooster is not concerned with the loss of ah art work;' he is upset for
having lost the monetary value attached to such objects
in today's antique market, in the same way that he
would be disturbed at having discarded a copy of the
first Superman comic book. It is well, therefore, to
establish exactly what a folk toy is .
The word toy, if one discards all the figurative
meanings that crowd the dictionary definitions, can be
considered simply as an object used in play. Its etymological meaning, from the Dutch tuig "tools, utensils,
implements, "5 suggests in fact that toys are the tools
of play. If one accepts the definitions of play formulated by J ohan Huizinga and Roger Caillois,6 this

suggested defining of toy i broad enough, since it
would include instruments used in playing mu ic, objects
used in performing theatrical play or in playing at
cards and other gambling activities, and equipment
needed in playing baseball, football and other sports.
In this regard the epigram , "The older the boys, the
more expensive their toys," becomes doubly significant
in the present age of snowmobiles, racing cars, million
dollar pitchers and quarterbacks, and B-1 bombers.
If a toy is "an object used in play," a folk toy is
an object made by the folk for use in play. This avoids
any confusion with terms like primitive and folk art
by ignoring such matters as the material of which they
are made or their ultimate utilization. The material of
their construction is completely impertinent since folk
toys are most often produced from whatever is readily
available. Suffice it to say that a wind toy made of
aluminum and plastic scraps, or a coin bank welded
together of heavy sheet metal, is sti ll a folk toy, though
it may not fit our preconceived notion of the genre.
One possible objection to this definition of folk toy
is that it implies that an object's function is inherent in
its construction. This implication is fully intended
What better way to find out what something is than to
ask the man who made it? It is true that an object's
function is never permanent in the mind of a child, 7 nor
is function always a permanent characteristic even
among adults, as anyone is aware who has smiled at
the sight of a cooper's bung-starter twisted into the
ground as a cattle-tie or cringed at the thought of an
eighteenth-century twilbill being used as a common
garden pick. Children will adapt anything to a play
function, as suggested by the grotesque sick joke of the
1950's: "-Can Johnny come out and play? -But
Johnny is a quadruple paraplegic. -We know. We
want to use him for second base. "8 Still, it is essential
to remember that even if a child imagines matchsticks as witches and children or a broom as a horse,
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Rocking woman wind toy, acquired near Newville, Pa.
the matchsticks do not change in form or function and
the broom remains a broom. Consideration should be
given to such utilization change in play but the matter
lies beyond the confines of this paper.
The play function of a folk toy is made evident in the
artifact ' s production. The manufacture of the artifact
may itself be in fact a play function. 9 The folk craftsman, even one whose work evidences considerable
artistic quality, rarely verbalizes his aesthetic. 10 If
something is not immediately practical, its maker is
regarded as just playing around.
A many-talented craftsman Living near Newville, Pennsylvania, occasionally makes wooden puzzles-an arrow
implausibly passing through a hole too small to accomodate it, a belt hook that seemingly defies the law of
gravity, a working pair of pliers carved from a single piece,
or the solitaire pegboard described below-whose primary
function is the amusement he derives from making
them, or the possible pleasure produced by perceiving
the puzzlement in the persons to whom they are presented.
He invariably says on introducing each new production,
"Ain't it funny the things you can make with a piece
of wood." suggesting that the effort has no serious purpose.
In other cases the play function is hidden under an
apparent utility. A gaily painted wooden rooster may
serve as a thread holder. A toy bird made of cloth
may be used to conceal a brick doorstop, but the unadorned brick would have functioned much more
practically, being less attractive to dirt and cOTrlPletely
impervious to wear and tear. We are faced here with
an "almost instinctive, spontaneous need to dec;~rate
~hings," identified by Huizinga as a play function . How
else can one identify the reason for ' ~hanging a simple,
practical shoe-shine kit into the form of a skunk or the
motivation for attaching a figure of Popeye to a wooden
wedge that by itself would have served perfectly well as
a doorstop?
In some artifacts the play function is less obvious .
Can one really say that a comic figure placed on a lawn
as decoration is truely functional? Again the question
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Kicking donkey wind toy made of aluminum and plastic
scraps, from Franklin County, Pa.
of what constitutes folk art is raised, and again it
must be insisted that no maker of these figures, much
less anyone placing them on the lawn, considers
them as art. Their creation was in most cases (a few
are made and sold in a sort of private cottage
industry) a form of recreation for the maker who felt
obliged to hide his amusement in their manufacture
under a guise of practicality.
It is only a brief step from lawn ornaments to
whirligigs, windmills, and other wind toys, I I which have
a more obvious practicality-they indicate whether or
not the wind is blowing. But the whimsicality of most
of these suggests that their true function is a form of
passive play. The wind toy is often a reproduction of
another folk toy, 12 with the wind providing the motion
ordinarily imparted by the hand of the player.
Ironically, one artifact generally identified as a folk
toy, hand-made in a traditional toy form by a folk artisan,
is not really a toy at all in the strict sense of our definition,
but is instead a souvenir produced for the tourist
industry . Such items as the Russian Mamuska doll
with a series of constantly smaller dolls nesting inside
or the Dalecarian horse of Sweden 13 are created as instant collector's items and it is highly unlikely that they
are ever used in play. Dozens of similar "folk toys"
of tin, clay and papier-mache are made in Mexico solely
for the export trade . One such souvenir toy commonly
produced in the United States is the Whamdiddle, I .
which is now sold primarily in gift shops and at folk
festivals or similar gatherings.
This leads to an interesting problem, that of the relationship between folk toys, popular toys, and the play-things of the elite . Rather than consider these groups
in the -traditional manner relative to levels of society, 15
one underlying the other with the folk always on the
bottom - a visual image that belies the importance
of the folk - we might think of them as the intertwining
components of a rope or cable with the folk thus
directly contiguous to the elite and the popular. Such a
metaphor more adequately describes the relationship
between these groups, since the place to find folk toys is

not among the plastic ephemera of LOday's childhood
sold at Korvette 's, Woolco or Murphy's, bUl al Slores
like F.A.O. Schwartz, whose clientele do nOl generally
fit the notion of folk.
The study of any folk genre necessarily begins with
coll ecting. Once an exhauslive or at least a representative groupin g has been made, the next step is lO organize
and classify the material s collected so lhey can be examined and compared with si milar or differing ilems.
In stud yi ng artifacts generall y, E. McClung Fleming has
identified five basic properties essentiallo their analysis,
their history, material, construction, design and function. '6
Four operations to be performed in terms of these properties provi de solutions to most of the problems
ari sing from their study, the operations being "identifi cation (including classification, authentication, and
description), ... evaluation, ... cultural analysis, ... and interpretation" (loc. cit.) .
Heretofore toys ha ve been classified and arranged
in varying manners, including chronol ogical listings
of playthings from primitive times to the age of electronics"
and an arbitrary listing according to the material of
which they are made.'8 Classification by material of
construction is of little value for comparative studies. '9
More useful is a sys tem based on function, but even
thi s is not always sa tisfactory since an object may have a
dual function synchronically or diachronically . For
example, a slingshot or bow and arrow ma y be both a
toy and a weapon in different times or cuitures 20 or
even at the same time in the same culture. The yo-yo
provides an interesting case of an artifact with such
dual function, serving in the Philippines as a deadly
weapon for centuries before being introduced into
American culture as a toy in 1926. Similarly a noisemaker or a mask may at one time have fulfilled a
religious function but is now, at least in most civilizations,
primarliy a plaything. The device that served the
colonial watchman as a billyclub and an alarm is now
only a rattletrap 2' used on New Year's Eve or occasionally
at a callithumpian serenade. Another callithumpian
apparatus, the devil-clapper, has an obvious relationship
with the rattletrap, being essentially the same object
with the ratchet wheel being revolved against the pawl
rather than the opposite, which is the case with the
smaller noisemaker. One such noisemaker, the turkeycall, is not at present a toy but it may become one for
future generations .
Though the functional identity of a folk toy can
usually be established from knowledge of the facts
surrounding its creation, the result of that creation
survives independently as an artifact. This leads to
complications, particularly in light of the existence of
similar artifacts whose origin is not known . Each such
object is of course an ontogenetic unit bearing an inseparable association with the dual phylogenetic systems
of toys as playthings and of cultural artifacts in

Two types of Pennsylvania rattletraps. The style at
the top was used by colonial watchmen as a club and
warning rattle combined. The lower model, from the
Allentown area, is simply a noisemaker for use at festive occasions.
general. An adequate clas ification scheme should
facilitate the recognition of relationships between the
artifact being studied and simila r objects in both these
systems. This can most readily be accomplished
th rough identification of the object's basic form. Only
by consideration of form obviously could the aforementioned association between the rattletrap a nd the
devil-clapper be recognized, since their origin, material
and function all differ.

The Devil-Clapper. A variation of the rattletrap
standing fifty inches high, this device is placed against
the door of a newly wed couple during a cal/ithumpian
serenade and the handle is turned to produce a raucous
rumpus.
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Using the concept of classification by form, Leslie
Daiken identified five archetypal toys of prehistoric
design , globular, bird-shape, four-legged animal,
mounted rider, and human figure. 22 ~hese categories
could logically be expanded to include modern toys,
but the expansion would prove to be excessively complex.
The simplest sort of classification system is one
based on contrastive features. Such a system, arrived
at intuitively after long minutes of ponderance, might
divide folk toys into those which represent natural
objects and those which do not. To call these two
types representational and non-representational is somewhat inexact, since so-called representational toys-dolls,
trucks, and what-not-are produced in varying degrees
of realism, from the highly detailed model of a sailing
ship with trim and rigging intact to the suggestively
shaped blocks of wood on wheels now sold as educational playthings. Then too, non-representational toys
often have symbolic meanings known to the maker or
the user. 23
Perhaps the two groups might be termed imitative
and abstract, with appropriate subdivisions:
Imjtative
1.0
Biomorphic
1.1
Anthropomorphic
1.1.1
1.1.2 Zoomorphic
Botanomorphic
1.1.3
1.2
Mecanomorphic
1.2.1
Mobile
1.2.2 Immobile
2.0
Abstract
2.1
Adimensional
2.2
Monodimensional
2.3
Bidimensional
2.3.1
Indiscriminate forms
2.3.2 Circular
2.3.2.1 Oval
2.3.2.2 Semicircular
2.3.2.2.1 Crescent
2.3.3
Square
2.3.3.1 Rectangular
2.3.3.2 Triangular
2.4
Tridimensional
2.4.1
Indiscriminate forms
2.4.2 Spherical
2.4.2.1 Ovoid
2.4.2.2 Conical
2.4.2.3 Cylindrical
2.4.3
Cubical
2.4.3.1 Parallelepipedic
2.4.3.2 Pyramidal
Anthropomorphic toys would include dolls of all
sizes, shapes and degrees of representational detail
from the simplest corn-husk or penny wooden to Archie
Bunker's Grandson. Whether the dolls had a magical,
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Wooden horses made by O'Brien Williams (1882-1969),
a Black stone mason from Newville, Pa.
ritual 24 or play function is immaterial to their initial
classification and much valuable comparative data is
lost when such artifacts are considered only from the
aspect of their utilization. Zoomorphic toys could be
subdivided according to biological species for all-encompassing comparisons, or, for the purposes of toy
study, into domesticated and wild (or zoo) animals,
though there is some overlapping in the area of Noah's
Ark, a common folk toy. 25 Botanomorphic toys are
rare among the folk,26 though a few examples of toy
trees exist, usually as adjuncts to model villages or farms.

The playful whimsy of this doorstop from Newville,
Pa., almost hides its practical function.
Mobile toys cover a wide range of vehicles from
wagons to model cars, trains and planes. Immobile
toys include various structures from doll houses with
elaborate rooms to models used in Christmas scenes. 27
The study of toy furniture, a subdivision of immobile
toys, is complicated by the fact that not all such
furniture was intended for play; it might have been

Highly detailed toy stake wagon f rom Cumberland
County; painted red with white stripes.

Wooden truck with crank operated dump bed, from
Cumberland County, Pa.
intended for any of four functions: doll house furniture,
apprentice pieces, salesmen's samples, or children's
furniture, 28 functions recognizable only by the size or
detail of workmanship.
As for abstract toys, adimensional objects are only
theoretically possible, for example in games where Base
is a point. Monodimensional toys include starting
Lines but most playing surfaces (ball fields, game boards,
etc .) are Bidimensional. Most recognizable toys (balls,
blocks, rods) are Tridimensional, though consideration
must be given under Indiscriminate forms to such disparate counters as marbles, checkers, buttons, stones or
jacks, any of which might be substituted for another
in a given game, depending on availability.
Such a classification system would facilitate the study
of such toys as the Solitaire Pegboard, which has a
long and complicated development. The Solitaire Pegboard is a puzzle consisting of thirty-two markers
placed in a symmetrically arranged pattern of thirtythree spaces, the center space being vacant; the puzzle
is solved by removing all the markers but one by a process of jumping-elimination, the one remaining to be left
in the space initially empty at the center. A similar
game with an identical playing surface involves two
players. in competition and is called in the southern
Appalachians "Fox and Geese."29 The jumping movements for both Fox and Geese and Solitaire Peg-

board resemble checkers but the playing surface is not
that of a checkerboard, rather that of overlapping
or intersecting rectangles (to consider it a cross would
tend to limit our thinking to western civilization of the
last 1950 years and the game is probably older than
that). The markers vary according to the playing surface, in the manner of all forms, 3o since they are alternately distributed according to contextual requirements.
Stones and buttons serve as markers on diagrams drawn
on the ground or on paper, glass or steel marbles are
offered with plastic and wood playing boards featured
in recent gift and mail-order catalogs, and nails or
wooden pegs figure in most current folk versions of the
game, fitting into holes drilled for that purpose in a plain
or varnished board.
Considering the basic form of its playing surface, the
Solitaire Pegboard might be seen as a possible variant of
tic-tac-toe or of ParcheesP ' (and a similar ancient Aztec
game called patolli 32). The possible implications of its
cultural development are many, expecially in terms of the
numerology involved; what appear to be five overlapping squares, each composed of three-times-three or
nine spaces, inClude a total, not of forty-five, but of
thirty-three spaces. The moves, which seem to be determinable only by blind chance with the odds of success
approaching one to infinity, are easily performed once
one knows the secret.
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Starting with the marker in position 5, each time removing the jumped marker, the moves are 5 to the
vacant space at 17, then 8 to 10, 1 to 9,3 to 1, 16 to 4,
1 to 9, 28 to 16,21 to 23 , 7 to 21,24 to 22,21 to 23,26 to
24,33 to 25,31 to 33 , 18 to 30,33 to 25, 6 to 18, 13 to
11,27 to 13 , 10 to '12, 13 to 11, 24 to 22 to 8 to 10 to
12 to 26 and back to 24, 17 to 19, 29 to 17, 16 to 18,
and 19 to finish in the center space at 17. Unfortunately
the many other problems associated with the study of
folk toys are less easily solved.
Such questions as why folk toys are made can only
tentatively be answered . One obvious reason is an
economic one; some folk toys are made for resale. 33
The economic factor was considerably important to an
earlier generation when, due to the scarcity of money
(either as purchasing power or as ready cash), parents
fabricated the toys their chidren requested rather than
buy them for what were even then reasonable prices.
Even earlier, children were forced to rely on their own
resources for entertainment by making the toys they
required for thems'elves with varying degrees of skill, l4
thus proving the truth of the observation made by Inez
and Marshall McClintock: "Toys and games were
indeed accurate mirrors of the adult world. When
grownups worked hard and enjoyed few amusements,
children played little and bwned few toys . Real wars
always brought a deluge of war toys. When adults
passed through a period of wild fads, their children had
silly toys . When grownups were primarily concerned
with acquiring more and more material possessions,
children asked for and received more and more toys"
(Toys in America, p. 5) .
Erotic toys have usually been the exclusive domain of the
folk craftsman, who has responded with jointed human
figures representing the act of coition or carefully contrived male figures whose masculinity is effected by hidden
springs or rubber bands in imitation of what Boccaccio
called "the resurrection of the flesh . "3 l Plastic reproductions of such toys are now commonly sold in
"adult book stores," and recent imports from Hong
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Kong include adult toys named Black Power and Pistol
Packing Momma! (the latter subtitled "The Rise of
Womens [!] Lib") featuring ithyphallic dolls . Once
again popular culture has drawn inspiration from a folk
model and may again in turn inspire a subsequent
folk production if current antipornography movements
succeed in forcing erotica from public view . 36
Most currently-produced toys that can truly be
termed folk , at least along the eastern mountains of
the United States, are in the nature of puzzles," what
might be called visual riddles. As with verbal conundrums, the answer might be guessed by one who is
clever but success usually depends on knowing the
solution beforehand. Presumably the bent-nail puzzle
could be solved by a process of trial and error, but
knowing the trick - holding each nail by the point and
gently maneuvering the heads past each other results in the nails literally falling separately. Similarly
the Whamdiddle mentioned earlier is often advanced
as proof that the person who is capable of causing
the propeller on the end to revolve by rubbing the
notched shaft with a stick has supernatural powers,
expecially if he can make the propeller spin first in
one and then in the other direction. Trial and error
may lead to success but again there is a trick to it, here
one of finger placement.

Contemporary Pennsylvania puzzle foys . Top, the
"running gears" of the Rattlesnake Eggs trick and the
belt hook; when a belt is placed in the L-shaped
notch at the right and suspended under the edge of a
table, the hook will balance at a point near the upper
left corner. Center, the bent nails puzzle and the piercing arrow illusion. Bottom, two examples of the
Snapper.
A second type of contemporary folk puzzle involves

a visual illusion, creating the impression that the impossible is occuring, as with the belt hook and the arro
toy already mentioned . The "s napper" ( chnacke call
it "Fishhook, " pp . 56-57) con ists of a knOlled stick
with a piece of rubberband at the end in erred into a hole
in a block of wood . The Iliusio n is that the rubber
can be made to catch in the hole and cause the
stick to snap back when pulled partway out. The
secret here is that the proper finger pres ure on the
knob causes the stick to jump into the hole. The donothi ng machine (see Schnacke, pp. 24-25), a technologica l advancement over the favorite Pennsy lvania Dutch
pastim e of thumb-twiddling, is sometimes advanced as
a puzzle toy, the victim being to ld that it is possi ble to
get the movi ng parts to meet in the middle. Like many
of these items, the do-nothing machine is now old
co mmonly in gift an d so uvenir shops, and brightly
colo red plas tic imi tatio ns are readi ly available.
A fina l ty pe of pu zzle toy takes the form of a catch,
often with cruel intent, li ke the child ren 's catchriddl e, " Ad a m a nd Eve a nd Pinch-Me went o ut in a
boat; if Ad a m a nd Eve fe ll o ut, who is left?" The
sna ke-in-the-box is such a toy; o nce com mo nly produced by whi ttlers a nd cra fts men ,38 it feat ured a hi dden
snak e whi ch spra ng o ut to sink a sha rp nai l or pin into
the finger o pening the box. " Rattlesnake eggs" a re a
good example of a catch toy. A meta l washer is
fastened to a bent wire with rubber bands which a re
then tightly wound . The whole is concealed in a labeled
envelope and handed to the victim with the admo ni tio n,
" Be careful , they may have hatched. " When the
envelope is opened , the was her whirring against the
paper invariably produces a fri ghtened reaction. The
victim is then in formed to hi s chagrin that (a) ra ttl esnakes don't lay eggs , and (b) even if th ey did , they
certainly wouldn't be flat. The same device was
also used on occasion in the days o f the o ne-roo m
school; placed carefully and unob trusively on the
teacher' s chair, it would a t an unexpected mo ment
deliver a sound similar to that o f the more soph istica ted
whoopee-cu shion.
These puzzle/ riddle toys, like nearly all o f the fol k
toys currently being produced, are made by adults for the
use of other adults , a fact that is sociologically and
psychologically significant. Today 's ch ild has little
desire for or interest in such things. Early on he is faced
with institutionalized play and hi s toys must be
similarly institutionalized . Rarely if a t all is he allowed
the freedom (he certainly lacks the necessity) to ma ke
his own toys as his grandfather did; he might hurt
himself in the process. It is true that sometimes a
hand-made toy may develop39 as a temporary solution
to an immediate need, but the toy manufacturers are
quick to popularize any such item for a profit.
It is apparent that there is a relationship between
the progression from simple abstractions to detailed

repre entational form in to and the de\elopment of
an ae thetic en e and ani ti abilit not onl in the
indi idual, but in the LOtal culture a \ ell. The er
young child accept a imple ti k figure a a human
being; he i content with ab tract mbol
hich ma
be fraught
ith ignificance, ju t a the geo metri
art form of o-caJled prirniti e peopl
often demonstrate
hi ghly comp lex and aried ymbolic content.· o Older
chi ldren demand more rea li m, in the ame wa that
suppo edl y more mature ci ilizations find pleasure in
ani tic reali sm. Yet there come a time when thi
apparent diachronic de elopment i re er ed.
b tract
forms are u ed more frequently in competiti e ituation
than are mimetic form s.
ince children's play i more
often concerned with imitation than with competition
(cf. Garda Morente, art. cit., p. 70), non-imitative
forms are more likely LO be u ed in adult play. A
the child approaches adulthood, he returns to the abstract
form s of an earlier time although the latent symbolism
of such objects as ba eballs a nd bats or basketba ll
and hoops with their plieou nets is 10 t on him,
at least at the consciou level.
Much study remains to be done in the area of fo lk
toys. Many prob lems of histo rical development and
spatial distrib ution mu t sti ll be cons idered . T he
appeal that indivi dual toy for ms have in di ffer ing
cul tura l contexts must be exa mined . T he questio n of
the interaction between popul ar a nd fo lk traditio ns
as it relates to the creation of toys is a n impo rta nt
o ne. Sol utions to these a nd simi la r matters wi ll be o f
value to students in ma ny fields.
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the Depression Years

By GIDEON L. FISHER
During World War 1 when most of the European
countries were in conflict with Germany, it made the
greatest uproar in practically all the nations of the
northern hemisphere that history could recall. The
empire of Germany was ruled by Kaiser Wilhelm II,
who with a strong military force soon had control over
the small countries of Europe. Many thousands of men,
women, and children experienced horrible deaths
when German troops invaded their countries. The
Germans won one victory after another, and it was
predicted that after they had control over Europe
the United States would be next to suffer the consequences. The Germans sank a few of the United States
shi ps, and threa tened far more damage if the U. S.
ships would not stay clear of German controlled waters .
When the European food supply dwindled away
faster than it could be produced, the U.S .A . was obliged
to send hundreds of tons of food to the Allied armies.
Food from the U .S.A. was a great factor in winning
the war.
This foreign trade cut deeply into the reserve food
supply of our country, sending prices to a new high
level. Especially grain: wheat rose to three and four
dollars a bushel. Other prices advanced accordingly.
By the time the war ended, United States grain bins
were low, which encouraged the farmers to strengthen
the supply and take advantage of high prices. In those
years probably 60070 of the nation's population were
farmers . In a period of ten years the food supply in
the United States, as well as in foreign countries, was
at the poin t where it was back to normal, and there was

some grain in the surplus bins.
In the ten year period following World War I, the
people in general enjoyed good average prices for both
manufactured and agricultural products. Wages and
labor were fairly well equalized. Everybody who was
physically able to work could get a job. The world of
machinery had just begun, patent rights for new inventions were on the increase all over the nation . Manufacturing of automobiles was the leading one, followed
by trucks, tractors, farm machinery, railroad cars,
earth moving equipment, (for building better roads)
airplanes, and larger and better ships for the purpose of
exporting and importing products from other countries.
At that time most of the manufacturing companies
used coal for steam power as well as for smelting iron
ore. Coal mining along the Allegheny mountains
in Pennsylvania, as well as in New York and Virginia
wa from 1920 to 1928 one of the strongest industries
of our nation . Thousands of men depended on mining
for their income. Even then, their wages were not really
high, for mining was more or less a secondary job.
Their living costs and taxes were well in line with their
income. Coal and iron ore mining were the main
industries following World War I, because· of the great
demand for equipment, with many new inventions
coming up.
People who became rich during the war years, bought
stocks and bonds in any thriving business . Large
manufacturing companies started up with the wealthy
stock holders' money. To many people these prosperous
times were here to stay. They were not afraid to make
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large investments, though they were not aware of what
the future might bring.
Farm land prices made a new hi gh from 1925 to 1928.
Farm products fo llowed in the economy· of our nation.
Farmers who became rich during the war invested money
in land and bought farms on credit, expecting to take
advantage of the hi gh produce prices. Farmers in the
west bought equipment to go into business in a bigger
way because with the increase in populatiof) more food
products were needed.
By 1929 the prosperity picture had changed somewhat,
and manufacturing companies had their stock orders
well filled with some of their products on hand, and,
hoping a greater demand would follow, they kept on
filling the surplus shelves, and renting storage space.
This overproduction was costing the stockholder
enormous amounts of money. Many factories kept on
producting and manufacturing their items until they were
forced to close down. Therefore steel companies were
shut down on orders . Next in line were the coal and
iron ore mines . Hugh amounts of coal and iron ore
were mined with no outlet for it. This kept on until
many well established companies went into bankruptcy .
By 1930 farm produce prices hit a new low margin.
Business operators became alarmed about the future.
Foreign trade was cut off because most countries who
were afflicted in World War I had also become well
established in food supplies. At the same time the
bottom fell out of the New York stock market.
Many people who became rich during the war years,
had invested their money in stocks and bonds. They
lost everything they had, in some instances even their
homes. A large percentage of the people who were
formerly of the well-to-do class were now financially
poor.
The steel mills followed the trend and were almost
at a stand-still with an abundance of unwanted steel.
Many a signed contract for manufactured products was
canceled because of insufficient outlet for their product.
Mining, manufacturing of steel products, and agriculture, were the three industries that had control over
a large portion of our nation's commodities. By 1930
thousands of able-bodied men were laid off of active
duty. Most of the working class of people were not
in a financial position to stand the pressure of having
little or no income. The greater percent of the working
class of people had not saved a large portion of their
weekly pay checks before our nation went into a depression. Even though food prices and living expenses
had dropped to a new low, many a family was in need
of help of some kind . People who were fortunate
enough to have money to buy, were very careful about
spending, and would not purchase more than was needed
for the time being, as the price was still on the downward trend. A shrewd purchaser held off from buying
as long as he possibly could .
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People who had investments in real estate, stocks and
bonds, or other commodities were in fear of losing
their securities. Where possible they withdrew their
investments even though they suffered a loss by doing
so. This brought a still greater burden upon the commonwealth. Very few people were interested in making
investments more than was absolutely necessary.
From 1928 to 1935 the farm land dropped in price
to a new low , in some instances to less than half of its
previous va lue. Many a farmer who was in good
standing, now found himself operating at a loss or forced
to sell out to satisfy hi s creditors , especially if he had
owned more than one farm.
During these price declining years, farm land was the
last to show the effects. People who had some financial
credit, or had saved some money with the intention of
investing it in farm land, with good intention bought
a farm for some member of the famil y, hoping the
price squeeze would change for the better. Farm land
sold higher in 1932 than it did in 1938. Its lowest point
was probably about 1934. In other words farm land
did not hit its lowest point until farm products had
again some what increased in prices. Farm land showed
very little advance until after 1940.
In 1931 a well known bank in the city of Lancaster,
who had patronized many of our Amish folk in the
county for years, was forced to close their doors,
with many people losing their hard earned money.
When the news spread to other areas, the people
feared they would also be trapped with their money
in the bank, so they demanded it. The stock holders
did not wish to further extend their stocks and bonds
in many of our local banks . We can well imagine that
if the local banks were not of good standing the people
became very uncertain of their dealings at the banks.
No one could predict just what was going to happen,
as many feared that the worst was yet to come. Very
often the peoples' conversation was of the times that
our nation would yet face if it should go into bankruptcy.
This went on until three of the major banks in the
city of Lancaster took bankruptcy law. It affected
many local business establishments who were thought to
be of good standing. Many were forced to close their
doors.
Farmers and business men alike who had mortgaged
their investments found it very difficult to meet the high
interest rates, let alone to pay the principal. Interest
rates had increased considerably due to the risk or fear of
losing their hard earned money, and it was almost impossible to receive loans . In some instances a good
natured person endorsed a friend's mortgage, and both
parties were forced to sell out. This made some ill
feeling among good intentioned neighbors and friends .
These conditions give us some idea as to why people lost
confidence in the banks, local business establishments
and government securities .

Jn the winter of 1931 the writer witnes ed a farm
sa le at which the tenant farmer was forced to let the
pon arri al at the ale there
sheriff manage the sale.
0
were no preparations made whatsoever for the ale.
the sheriff appointed a few of the by- tander to bring
the farm machinery out of the barn, where it had been
stored for the winter.
very thing was old a it was, and
no one seemed to know if it was in working condition
or not. Each one had to use their own judgment.
When the ale was well under way the tenant
farmer came out from the hou e and witne ed the ale
like a total s tranger. The owner of the machiner wa
now among the group of pectators and till the tenant
farmer wouldn't give any information on the condition
of the equipment, so the item of the ale old rather
cheaply.
When the time came to ell horse and mule, no
one had anything to say regarding their age or working
ability. It appeared that the live stock had received very
little attention all winter. It also appeared that the heriff
was not too well acquainted with live tock a nd the purchase price was very low. Mule sold for 25 to 50
dollars each. The harnesses and bridl es that were
stored in the horse sta ble were ta ken off th e hook ,
and brought out to the auctioneer to sell. They brought
from three to five dollars per se t.
The la t item being offered was the manure pile,
which looked to be a yea rs' suppl y. The heriff read
the conditions of the sale, that the manure which was o n
the property should be sold in order to meet the debts.
After the condition of the sa le wa read , the auctioneer
asked for bid. Upon thi s the landlord rai ed hi s voice
and made it known that the manure which wa on the
farm was not the property of the tenant farmer, but
belonged to the farm itself. But the auctioneer didn't
pay too much attention to what was being aid, and
kept on asking for bid s. The landlord rai sed his vo ice
again, and made it known that if anyone attempted
to remove any manure off the farm, he himself intended
to be there with a shot-gun. So the auctioneer ca lled
it off at $10 for all the manure on the farm.
There is no doubt that thi poor tenant farmer had
good intentions when he started farming. He had
probably wished to enjoy life on the farm, and hoped
to make a good living and save some money for future
u e. Instead he 10 t all that he made in the year he was
farming, and perhaps what he had saved before he went
into farming.
This is just an example of how the conditions were
in the days of depres ion. Many a good-intentioned
farmer found himself operating at a loss .
The golden dream, or the prosperous years following
World War I, had by 1929 turned into a nightmare.
The average farm income in 193] in Lancaster County
was about $800, and many a local farmer had to give up
farming, while city folks were not as well off as the

farmer. It \\ a quoted: • The farmer eat off the fir t
table, '" hile the ity man get \\ hat i left."
an a city family \\ here the hu band had no \ ork,
left their re idence in the it) and ought a home in the
countr , hoping to make a Ii ing off the oil.
fe\\
cit people got the idea that an one could run a farm,
rented cheap land and tried their luck at farming,
not realizing that to be u e ful, it \\ould take apital
to finance the operation, and becau e the \\ ere ine perienced, mo t of them 10 t \ hat the had a ed.
Food upply a no problem, but the mone to bu
it was the problem.
fter the wor t of the depre ion \ a 0 er in about
1935 and 1936, and the factory \ heel again began to
turn, many a short term farmer left \ hat little he had
acquired and wa well ati fied ith city life. From
that time on the trend of farm folk wa to lea e the
farm and choose the factory to make their Ii ing, becau e
of higher wage for factory worker, along with more
modern method .
While the year of 1928 to 1934 were co n idered depres ion years, there were included in the co nditi ons
two of the severest drought that th e old timer cou ld
recall. [n Lan caster County the 1931 crop received
very little rainfall from th e time they were planted until
they were har ested. The first cutting ha y crop wa a
fair amount good quality hay, but that was all that the
farmers had for the entire yea r to feed their live stock,
as there wasn't any seco nd or third cutting , and the
pasture had about dried up .
The potato crop was very light and of poor quality
due to the small amount of rainfall. The greater
amount of the potatoes were of second grade. [n 1931
on the farm where th e writer lived, of the 22 acre of
corn that were usually raised, nineteen acres were required to fill two si los, size 10' by 40' and 12' by 40',
re pectively, so three acres remained to be hu sked for
cribbing . The quality was 0 poor, it wa all hauled to
the barn on one two hor e wagon, that being the supply
of ear corn for an 86 acre farm.
While tobacco is a crop that is usually planted in
late pring, it had very little chance to grow due to
the extremely dry season. From the time that it was
planted until it was topped it is doubtful if it received
an inch of rainfall. Then in early September there was
a week or ten days of rainy weather with very little
sunshine. The tobacco which had made very little
growth after it wa planted, was now in some low spots,
standing in water and drowned. Also most of the remaining tobacco over the county was ruined by a fungus
disease which is caused by wet weather, called Rust.
A large percentage of the tobacco crop wasn't even
harvested, with the farmers' expenses and labor being a
total loss. After the ground had again dried off many
a farmer went into his tobacco field with a disc harrow.
In that way he got an early start with his fall seeding.
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Some took a chance and cut, cured a nd stripped their
tobacco. Next sumrper the tobacco co mpani es came
out and bought it fOr one to one an d a half ce nts per
pound.
Can we imagine worl< ing for a yea r with the tobacco,
getting the seed bed ready, havi ng the expense of fertilizer,
plants, and a ll the labor which is req uired in raisin g it,
then receiving only a cent to a cent a nd a ha lf per pound
and it did not have much weight at the best. It probably
amounted to $12 to $20 a n acre. At that time there
were a number of the town laborers who worked for the
farmer a nd raised a few acres of tobacco by the hal ves.
In tho e depression days it was impossible to lay aside
a great amo unt of mo ney for future u e, as the farmers
as well a the factory workers or the day labori ng
men were fortunate if they mad e financial en d meet.
Not as much machinery was used on the far m in tho e
days, therefore more hand labor was required. At
certain ti mes a farmer would need extra help , especia lly
in harvesting the crop , in hay makin g, wheat harve t,
fi lling si lo, and corn cutti ng a nd hu sk ing. In bu y
sea ons a number of farme rs would help together in exchange labor policy.
Wheat harvest was like a pecial occa ion for the town
folks. They felt that in times when a farmer needed
extra help it was their duty to help him, a they fe lt the
farmer came first. A painter would hang up hi brush;
a carpenter would sto re away hi s tools; the road worker
would ask his boss for a weeks vacation . Then they
would help the farmer in the wheat field hauling wheat
to the barn, helping to thresh, filling silo , cut corn on
shock, hu sk co rn, or even haul manure to the field and
spread it. They would consider it important to help the
farmer in time of need . Both the town laboring man
and the farmer seemed to enjoy working together as
it brought a real companionship.
Most of the town folks depended on their own garden
or truck patch for their year's supply of vegetables.
They often referred to a quarter acre lot as a truck patch.
To have the land plowed and cultivated in order to plant
they would depend on the neighboring farmers to do the
job. In the early spring when the weather was warm
and the ground dried off, the town folks would come
to the farmer to see how soon they could come to plow
their lot and get the seed bed ready. Even though he
was busy getting his own land ready for planting, he
felt it his duty to do the town neighbors when they wished
to have it done, knowing that at the time of harvest
they would return his kindness and help on the farm.
Bright and early on a brisk cool morning the farmer
with a team of horses, a plow, harrow, and drag, would
go to town for probably a week to till the soil into a
fine seed bed. After working for a few hours the house
wife would come to inspect the job and bring a cool
refreshing drink of water, showing her appreciation that
the farmers would take time off to help them with their
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lot. T his was done out of good will for both the farmer
a nd the town folk and would sometimes require a week
or ten J ays to do eight or ten lots, according to
weather co ndition s.
In July of 1935 , it so happened one day when a group
of us farmers were hauling wheat on one of the farms
where we helped together in excha nge labor policy: at
the noon hour a group of five boys ran gi ng in age
from twelve to fifteen years, came wa lking in the farm
lan e in good cheer. They anxiously asked if we cou ld
use some extra help in hauling the wheat to the barn,
stating that they would be willing to help, as they wished
to have so me spending money for the coming Saturday
even ing festival in a near by town .
After we di scussed the matter among ourselves, we
decided that we could use two of the five boys to help
us haul wheat. Then the commotion started . One
would say that he had more experience in the wheat
field than th e others, because he once helped hi s uncle.
Another would say that he is stronger than the other
boys, another would say he is a fast and willing worker.
And so on until each one had told us how much good
he would be in the harvest field. It was not easy to
decide which two of the five such ambitious boys we
needed .

After we decided which of the five boys we preferred
to help us, the other three were not at all pleased as
they hung their heads and walked slowly out the lane .
Now this was in times of depression, and money was
scarce. We don't believe that their parents could afford
to hand them a five dollar bill to satisfy their desire, but
they were told to go out and find work and earn money
for themselves, so as to have spending money for the
Saturday night festival. This would be a very unusual
experience for boys of that age today, to live in·town and
go out to the farm to seek a job to earn some spending
money .
During the depression many farmers didn't have
the money or credit to buy the needed fertilizer which
was required to raise good crops . The same also held
true in feed, or live stock ration, very often poor
quality feed was fed to livestock, and the results in both
instances were poor.

An account of a few of the farm produce prices
in the years from 1929 to 1934 with about 1932 a
the lowest:
Corn
.35 per bu.
Wheat
.50 per bu.
Potatoes
.24 per bu.
Appl es
.25 per bu .
Milk
.7 5 to .90 per 100 lb.
Steers
.04 to .06 per lb.
Hogs
.03 to .05 per lb .
Bu tter
.25 per lb .
Lard
.04 per lb .
Large Eggs
.08 per doz.
The 193 1 tobacco being of poor quality old for .0 I
per lb .
The 1935 tobacco went for a new high pri ce of . 10
per lb.
Feed price was $20 to $30 per ton with very littl e
supplement o r hi gh protein feed used.
Wages: an ex perienced carpenter, got about .25
to .30 per hr., while a non-experienced one couldn't
even ex pect to get a job as a carpenter. Day
laborers $ 1.00 a day, with board $ 1.50 a day, o n
special jobs $2.00.

The va luation of money is rather hard to determine,
but to give an examp le: In 1919 a farmer co uld purcha e a new grain binder with 50 bushels of wheat; in
1933 it took 500 bushels to bu y the sa me machine. The
purchasi ng power of $1 in 1915 being rated at $ 1 for
what a farmer had to sell would again be worth $1 for
what a person could buy. But in 1933 what a farmer had
to sell in farm products was rated at about .67rr. fo r every
$1 purchase. In other words the bu yi ng power in 1915
was rated at $1, and in 1933 it dropped to .67rr..
If a farmer bought a farm in 1915 for $15,000 when
the times were considered normal, and the mortgage
was held at the same base until 1932 it would be rated
at about $21,000, and the interest rose to 6070 in 1932.
In other words if the mortgage was still $15,000,
in 1933 it took as much effort to make up $15,000
as it would have in 1915 to make $21,000, let alone the
increase in interest rates. This estimate was stated in
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Another example, in 1932 a good quality pair of shoe
could be bought for one day' s wage, from $1.00 to $2.00
a pair . At the same rate a pair of shoes in 1972 would
cost from $30 to $50 for good work shoe .
In 1935 a new top carriage would cost approximately
$180, figuring about half for material and half for labor.
At thirty cents an hour for labor it would have taken
thirty working days to make a carriage. In 1970 the
price was around $1100, and half for materials would
leave $550 for labor. At $2.50 an hour it would require
twenty-two days to build a carriage. The difference
of eight days in labor gives us an idea of labor conditions
during the depression years.
During those years interest rates were high at the banks
as well as among our local people . There were no loan

companie to finance a mortgage for bu ine , or for
people \ ho \\ i hed to bu farm.
0 t people \ anted
to hold on to \\ hat e er mone the had, a the didn 't
kno\ what to e pect for the future.
er bod feared
the or twa et to come.
o one had heard of a long e tended credit loan.
en a hort term loan \ a hard to get from our
local bank. The \ anted an e ceptionall good reason
before a loan \ a i ued. Farmer often bought a
number of teer to feed 0 er the \ inter month , for
which a mall loan a needed.
er often a neigh bor
or a friend of good tanding \ a needed a an endor ~
ment before a note wa i ued from our loca l bank.
Then with high intere t rate it di co uraged man a
fanner from buying teer , or to make any in e tment .
Intere t rate were no Ie than fi e percent a nd quite
often ix percent at the bank . The money wa not
a ailable in any great amount, mo t bu ine e tabli hments as well a farme r had a truggle to break e en,
let alone to make up high intere t rate . If a per on was
out of debt and had hi home or fa rm paid for, he wa
thought to be fortunate. Howe er, if he had money
to help out some one who wa in financial need, he
was thought to be rather selfi sh if he would not help.
There were so me ill feelin gs among brother for that
ca u e. It was often a hard deci ion a to whom to
give a loan, and to whom to co me fir t to i ue the
loan . Tran actions of this so rt are hard for our pre ent
generation to understa nd .
Sometimes a well-to-do perso n helped out one who
was in debt, or not in the best of financial standing,
and lost the greater part of the loan . Quite often in
such cases trustees were appointed to help settle the
affair in a peaceful manner. The generation of 1975
who have no experience of how the people in general
were tied down financia lly during the depression years,
can't imagine the difficulties they had in keeping their
debts paid with a low income, and how they sacrificed in
food, clothing, and house hold necessities to make a
living.
There were no self-service sto res or super markets
where a perso n could choose from man y different
varieties of food. But the old co untry store could
furni h all the food, clothing, dress material, and hardware needed in an average home in the country. But
they did not wish to do business other than on a cash
basis . Even though food prices were low, everyone
was price conscious, and would not buy much at a time
in order to stretch the dollar. A ten dollar bill would
buy as much in 1932 as $40 would buy in 1960, or $60
in 1975. But that $10 bill was more difficult to earn in
1932 than the $60 was in 1970.
A feed dealer would sometimes extend credit to the
farmers on next year's wheat crop, only to find that
the price had dropped another 10rr. per bushel from the
previous market price. The same may be said for an
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implement deal er in selling a piece of farm machinery.
Many a farmer , in need of a certain piece of machinery,
did not have the money to buy it. He would credit hi s
next year's tobacco crop on farm equipment. By the time
the tobacco crop was stripped and sold, probably a
feed dealer , steer dealer, implement dealer, and store
keeper were waiting for their money, and hoping there
would be a strong tobacco market, only to find that
the tobacco crop was of poor quality and prices dropped
to a new low. This al so held true in buying fertilizer.

A thrifty housewife learned to make many of their
home supplies of jellies, noodles, bread, crackers,
cookies , etc ., along with canning and drying fruits and
vegetables. A hundred pounds of wheat was taken
to the grist mill in exchange for flour . Corn was gathered
in the early fall, roasted in the kitchen stove, and shelled
by hand by all members of the family, then taken to the
mill to have it ground into meal. A bushel of corn
would go a long way in making delicious corn meal
mush. Mush and pudding was an old time breakfast
food in practically all farm homesteads. Then with ground
whole wheat flour they could make their own breakfast
cereal: cooked graham or grape-nuts.
Those living on a farm could get by with a low income.
The most important items bought from the old country
store were sugar, salt, spices, syrup, seasoning, and others.
There were some feed companies who sold their feed
in one hundred pound cotton bags. These bags were saved
by the farmer for his wife to be used for clothing. After
they were washed in a strong solution to remove the
brand print, then dyed to a desired solid color, they
had many uses in a large family. They could be used
for mens' shirts, clothing for children, table cloths,
dresses, etc. About 1950 feed companies specialized in
selling feed in printed bags of desirable colors to suit
the housewife. There was a strong demand for these
nice colored feed bags, and they were of good quality
material. After 1960 when the feed dealers invented the
system of bulk bins, the transporting of feed in cotton or
burlap bags was discontinued.
In 1932 Franklin D. Roosevelt was nominated for
president of the United States on the democratic
ticket. He won by a large margin over Herbert
-l0

Hoover in the November election. This brought a nation
wide disturbance. It brought up the question if it would
be for the better or for the worse in those depression
years. It was estimated that five thousand banks over
the nation closed their tjoors from November 1932 to
March 1933 . Roosevelt was inaugurated on March 4th.
On March 6 he ordered all banks in the United States
closed for one week to examine the financial standing
of each before doing further business . When the banks
re-opened they were guaranteed to be in good standing,
as they were then under bond of the United States
government.
Roosevelt took the United States treasury off the gold
standard, and started to print paper money with o ut
being backed by gold or silver. He asked Congress to
appropriate 500,000,000 dollars for relief.
Closing the banks for examination was the first step
back to normal times, but it took a much longer period
to bring the finan cial condition back to what it was
before, than it did to break it down . To this day we
have not reached the point where the security rating is as
good as it was before the depress ion , because of the
heavy taxes.
This new administration had many good features in
revival of our national securities: it helped the farmer,
the business operations such as mining, factories,
practically all industries were again looking forward to
better times. Many bills were passed through Congress
for the sake of the economy at the expense of the tax
payer. But to this day many of these bills are still
abused by the people themselves.
For example, the "National Recovery Act", or in short
N.R.A., was approved by the Legislature for the benefit
of workers and farmers. The latter were asked to keep
a portion of their land out of production or to piow
down a certain percent of wheat. Then the government
would pay the farmer for the land which was not in production, and they set a guaranteed price per bushel of
wheat. This was done to keep the large amount of surplus food from increasing .
The bill "Works Progress Administration", or W .P.A.,
was introduced by Congress to give the laboring man
employment. Large crews of men were hired at the
expense of the government to build roads, bridges, or
perhaps some other government jobs. In this particular
set-up the men were supposed to build roads mostly
by hand labor, the road bed was graded and worked out
with pick and shovel, and the rough stones were pounded
down with sledge hammers.
Then for every so many working men in the crew, a
water boy was needed to furnish drinking water to the
men, also a time keeper and one or two supervisors
were needed. In real warm weather the water boys were
kept busy, but in cooler days they were otten seen under
a shade tree taking a nap, and still being paid for their
time .

In the early yea r of Roose elt's admini tration the
government bought million of bu hel of corn, wheat and
soy beans, at an average price, then built enormou
storage space to tore the urplus grain . Thi \ a done
all over the nation to ensu re the farmer a better price
for hi s produ ct. The farmer then kept on raising more
products at the guaranteed price, a he felt he had
nothing to lose, although he was obliged to ign an agreement with the government to meet certain requirement .
It was reported that a few hip loads of wheat were
dumped direclly into the ocean at the go ernment
expense, becau e of insufficient torage pace.
Th e farmers were asked by a governm ent allotment
to cut back on wheat acreage before they co uld recei e
their share of the ub idie . A man hired by the government would visit the farms measuring wheat field. It
wa then worked out on percentage as to each farmer'
basic allotment. I f the farmer had more wheat acreage
than hi s allotment he was ob liged to plow it under , or
pa ture it, or in some way de troy the urplu acreage,
before he co uld receive a wheat marketing card to ell
any wheat, otherwise he was obliged to pa y a heavy
government fine.
The farmer who would sign all co ntract on whe'at
acreage allotments, would receive a subsid y on his wheat
at the time of marketing, and payments for decrea ing
hi s acreage, and was also qualified to obtain lime and
fertilizer if it was used on the crops to keep the farm in
production.
The state of Maine is con idered one of the nation 's
top potato growing states. Due to advanced method in
praying, better seed, and more modern equipment,
Maine potato growers had increased their production
to the point where the suppl y was greater than the demand. The pri ce dropped to the point where many of
the farmer could not profit, and they a ked the government for aid .
The government officials worked out a method for
the potato growers si milar to that of the co rn and wheat
farmers. If they would cut back on acreage, they were
guaranteed a certain market price for their potatoe ,
and al 0 were paid for the acres taken out of production.
As a result, the majority of farmers planted the same
amount of seed on less acres , used the same amount of
fertilizer, and gave their potato crop better attention
than formerly. Re ult were higher production than
before, and they received subsidies from the government over market price for the potatoes, and were paid
to leave a certain percent of the land out of production.
Potatoes are a perishable food, and can not be stored
more than a year and still keep their food value. Therefore storing them was not recommended. The government men were then obliged to work out other methods
for a satisfactory deal with the potato farmers.
After the farmers had the expense of digging and
harvesting the potatoes, it was estimated what percent

of them ould be marketed a ording to their quota .
The balance .... ere then hauled out in the field on large
heap b bulldozer. Th e heap \ ere as high and wide
as good ized building, and of the be t qualit potatoes.
Th en they ere aturated \ ith kero ene 0 that the
could not be u ed for human on umption, and left to
rot on the heap .
nother bill wa introduced b
ongre, for the
benefit of the we tern farmer. In the mid\ e tern
state i here mo t of the farm product are produ ed.
The hog rai ing farmer
ere upponed b the'
Deal" a it a referred to. They were offered ubidie on their market weight hog if they ould kill off
a certai n percent of the younger hog . Thi wa done
to stabilize the 0 erproduction of hogs on the mark et,
as the price was at such a low figure that it wa impos ible
for the hog rai si ng farme r to make a profit. With
uch a deal they accepted the plan. Go ernment men
were ent out to organize the plan , large trenche were
dug by caterpi llar tractor and thousand of hogs were
killed and aturated with kero ene, dumped in the e
trenche and covered with dirt . Meanwhile the farmers
were being paid a fair price for their hog by the go ernment. Because of the ubsidie many a hog farmer
wished to get more of the easy money, and went into
the hog rai ing bu ines in a bigger way.
The governement method of paying subsidies on
farm products, then paying the farmer to use more lime
and fe rtili zer made the old rule of supply and demand
off balance. Therefore the government stored millions
of bu hel of wheat, corn and soy beans, along with
tons of co tton, and still kept on giving the farmer better
prices for hi s products.
By 1956 the government offered whole farms on the
oil bank policy . A farmer was asked to estimate his
yearly income from the far m. Then an agreement was
made to have the farm in soil bank. The farm land
very often brought in more income from the government
than when it was farmed, Many a farm with swam ps
or inferior land was put in the so il bank basis. It
rai sed the price on poor run down farms, as some
shrewd bu iness men then bought inadequate farm land
and immediately turned it into the · soil bank. It
would bring in a nice income, and he could still hold
his job in business.
Having the farm land in soil bank and paying the
farmer for idle farm land was cheaper for the government
than having the farmer grow crops which then required
more storage space or renting storage. Interest and rent
to store these farm products cost our government
millions of dollars a year, and often the grain was sold
for less than the cost when put in storage .
Unionized labor came into effect under Roosevelt's
first term as president in 1932-1936, as a privilege for
the working class of people that had never been equalled
in the history of our nation. It started among the coal
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miners, or where second class labor was required, under
the union leadership of John L. Lewis.
In the early years following World War I when labor
conditions were well stabilized and industries were
booming, thousands of Polish and Iri sh working men
migrated to the United States to get a portion of the
good wages that were being offered to the coal miners.
When the crisis of the depression came and the miners
were relieved from their jobs, they would do almost
anything to get it back again. Therefore unionized
labor appealed to them 100070. Anyone who would sign
a contract to work under the laws of this new organization were guaranteed fair wages, more benefits, and
more privileges than had ever been offered to second
class labor. This soon included factory workers, office
holders, trucking company men, railroad employees, and
others .
They were paid for over time, paid vacation, sick
leave, hospitalization, etc. As time went on and unions
became more powerful, many more advantages were
added to the contract. Naturally a support of this
kind looked rather rosy to the laboring men .
Company business men and factory operators had no
choice but to raise the price of their products. All
steel manufacturing companies raised their prices to
new high levels, followed by building materials . Agricultural products were the last to follow.
From the working man's pay check dues were deducted to support the organization. At the start the
deductions were small, but as the companies grew and
the working class increased, millions of dollars were
collected from what started as the "Fair Labor Laws ".
If unionized labor decided to strike against their
employer for higher wages the union supported their
members with small wages for not working, sometimes
for a long period of time until a new contract was
agreed upon by the company and the union . Since
1936, at no time did the contracts call for less wages,
but always higher . As wages went up so did the price
of finished products, as wel~ as living conditions. This
went on until the employees squealed about the unbalanced
budget, so the union called for another strike for higher
wages . This has been going around in circles for forty
years, with no end in sight in the 1970's .
With all the laws concerning the New Deal that passed
through Congress, unionized labor became the most
powerful of all the organizations. It is claimed they
have more money and a stronger foot hold in government than the United States government itself. They
have control over the majority of all large industries .
Unionized labor has side-tracked its original intentions
and has created some of our nation's major problems.
Even though this project was considered a major
item in bringing us out of the 1930 depression, many
people now fear that it will eventually bring our nation
into bankruptcy. It is also deeply rooted in politics, if
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a candidate favors the unions, he will have a 90%
chance of being elected to office . In that way the
union men have control over Congress and representatives of the United States government.
From 1932 to 1972 many bills passed through Congress
for the benefit of laboring men, farmers, ranchers, and
factory workers, as well as the rural people. These
bills include the fair labor laws, workman' s compensation, old age pension, social security, welfare, medicare
and more. They were all set up for a good reason, all
being of some benefit to the citizens of the United
States. These laws and privileges were amended and
enforced by deeply concerned office holders. Most of
these men were elected to their office to help our
nation out of the greatest financial struggle in its
history.
But due to human nature, everyone of these bills
that were set up by our government were abused by
a certain percent of the people. Setting up temptations
of that sort makes people feel that the world owes them
a living, or that they should have something for nothing.
In other words they would rather live off the taxpayers than work for a living. This monopoly is going
on in the United States for a long period, still
millions of people are being mothered along on government hand-outs. True enough, prosperity has brought
our nation out of the 1930 depression as far as better
living is concerned. It turned a new leaf in business
matters . Most people who wish to work can find a job
with fair wages . Farm land advanced in price, farmers
who could hold on until 1935 felt rather fortunate
to still own a home. Many people who survived
financially during the years 1928-1938 felt that they
would never again plunge into debt, but buy only on a
cash basis and not on credit.
Before the depression years interest rates were kept
at from 4% to 4 \12 % . But during the depression it
rose to 6%, because of the tight financial condition
of the economy . But when the financial crisis changed
to better times, and people could payoff their debts,
and had money to invest again, the majority were very
careful in making investments, and would rather leave
their money in safe deposit boxes at the banks . Banks
paid 1 Y2 percent interest, while a person with good
standing could issue a loan for 2 Y2 and 3 percent. But
everyone was very cautious about making loans, as they
still didn't forget the crisis of 1930.
By 1940 another war was brooding in Europe . German troops were invading one country after another,
with the intention that Germany would rule the continent
of Europe in future years. A number of the large
countries encouraged the U.S. to help them with food
as well as troops . In 1941 Japan won a surprise
victory at Pearl Harbor. Therefore the United States
was again involved in war. Farm produce prices advanced sharply, while the price of farm land also

advanced some, although not as much as farm product.
From J940 LO J950 all industry a well a labor conditions were well stabilized, but mostly under go ernment
co ntrol. From 1950 to 1955, people in all walk of life
predicted that another depres ion was due for our country.
Most people looked for declining prices . Farmers
were cautiou s in buying farm, machinery, Ii e LOck,
and any major investments. They felt that history would
repeat itself, usuall y after eery war a depres ion
fo llowed. People's conversation was of preparing for a
real hard depress ion . Predictio ns were made that the
1930 depress ion was mild co mpared to the next one.
By 1960 the fear of declining pri ce had ani hed for
a certain class of people, while prices of all product were
grad ua ll y advancing. Labor problems were one of the
major items. The Korean War in the far east kept our
government 's buying power strong. Due to thi s no one
predicted a dep ression any more. By 1970 no o ne
co uld imagine how a depression co uld co me to our
nation , with reco rd pri ces still advancing at higher
rates than a ny records in history.
From 1960 to J970 more indu tries developed, larger
factor ies, building and modernized eq uipment of all
descriptions. These large industries were required to
invest milli o ns of dollars, keeping an eye on the ew
York stock market for the economy of the nation . Stock
holders were no longer afraid to bu y stocks and bonds.
As they saw it, there would never again be a depression.
They felt the government co uld stabilize the eco nom y of
our nation.
The present generation is no longer afraid to make
large investments. Farms, homes, and all kinds of equipment are bought on credit or installment plans. Loan
companies take an active interest in issuing loans,
especially in farm land. Machinery companies extend
credit through loan co mpani es. Life insurance
companies also wish to have a share of high interest
rates placed in farm land. Farms of a ll sizes are mortgaged to 90 percent of the principal with interest of 6 to
10070.
Living expenses in 1972 increased 25070 or more in
five years. Therefore all manufactured products, a nd
also labor, have been on the upward trend every
year . Farm land is bringing tremendous prices, even
forest land, inferior swamps or rocky , mountain
land. Farms that sold for $100 an acre during the
depression are in 1973 impossible to buy for $2000 or
$2500 or even more an acre , and stili prices are strong.
The talk among the people is, where are these advanced prices going to stop? How can the farmer
afford these advanced prices? An agent for a loan
company was asked about the extended credit to farm
land or business establishments. Answer: As long as
the prices of our economy are still advancing, we feel
it to be good policy to pour more money into homes ,
farms, factories, or even farm machinery, household

good ,and the like.
feed dealer y.a a ked about redit to hi cu LOmer .
n Y. er :
long a the man ha apital or 0\ n real
e tate, e can gi e credit or endor e note again t
hi pro perl , then keep on elling him feed.
e ee
no harm for a farmer LO be in debt a long a the
intere t can be met. The ad anced price of farm land
u ually co er the principal.
In 1970 a ell kno n banker wa a ked \ hat he
would predict a far a pro perit ico n erned. The
answer was: The future ne er looked better; Pro perit
i bound to continue.
t the rate that the population
increa e many thou and of home will be needed .
Th erefore agricultural product, teel , clothing, and ra
material of all kind a re needed . Manufacturing of
cars, trucks, and farm machinery
till a leading
ource of pro perit y.
A real e tate agent as asked : " hen are the e adn wer:
va nced price of farm land going to top?"
They are not goi ng to top, but keep on ad ancing.
Land is the mo t promisi ng in estment.
more
roads need to be built every year, more farm land i
being used for other purpo e. While people handle
large sums of money prosperity i going to continue .
In 1975 a n insurance agent from Wi sco nsi n was
asked what hi s co mpan y predict for the future, as far
as prices of land are co ncerned . Hi s company has a
good reputation in predictions. His answer: We study
the future, the population increase world wide, how
much food will be needed to feed them, the homes to
be furnished, the needs of home life which co ncerns
industrie . These are people who study the economy
of our nation along with the world conditions. He
said , as our company sees it, the world is looking to the
United States to feed the fast growi ng population.
Therefore in the next twelve years great changes will be
made to produce much more food than was produced
in previous years. They predict that land prices will
increase 100 070 in the next five years. Hi s company
i buying up all available land in Wisconsi n , forest,
swamps or cultivated land , for investments. He says
land is the best investment, it is increasing in value 15
to 20070 a year .
It appears that the people of a few generations
ago were much more concerned about the modern
world of machinery, as according to scripture that is a
prophecy of the last times. The present generation
feels that many of these later methods of farm operation
is a must, to meet the ever higher costs of modern
farrrung.
Every year the prices of all commodities are raised,
to the extent that people don't think of declining prices
any more, for they are always on the upward trend. A
person's idea of a shrewd operator in 1972 was, better
buy now , next year the price will be higher. All
kinds of new farm machinery has advanced 10070 in the
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first 6 months of 1973, and still is going up. A business
man doesn' t know where he stands. It is almost impossible to keep in line with prices.
A German born business man said that in Germany
before World War II, a.firm of good standing and doing
a big business, lost money on 25 to 40 percent mark
up of their merchandise because of advancing prices.
Every time they re-stocked, the price was higher than
they had just received for their products .
People are putting a lot of faith in these times of
so-called prosperity . It reminds us of the great ship
Titanic; it was predicted nothing could sink it, nothing
could happen to it. But the ship sank in a matter of
a few hours after it collided with an iceberg. That
large piece of ice floating in the Atlantic Ocean was
considered worthless as compared to the Titanic and
its wealthy people. We believe that God had a reason
to sink it. These times of prosperity can also be changed
in a very short time.
In these days we hear people say we are now living
in times when our government has power enough to
keep us out of a depression. They feei there will never again
be one, that high class living is bound to stay, and
if the economy comes off balance for any reason, be it
disaster, wars or foreign trade, the government will
pour more money into circulation for the benefit of
the nation. The rapid rate of devaluation of the dollar
is bringing on inflation. And it is being un-noticed
by most people. In other words we are handling large
volumes of money of little value. In 1976 the dollar
value is about fifteen cents.
To this point we had no discussion on taxes. We
understand there is no government or nation that can
survive without issuing taxes to finance the budget.
Because any national government is the people themselves. In other words we are a part of our government.
We owe tax money to the officials that control
and enforce laws for the protection of the people.
We depend on taxation for representation . Paying
taxes is a part of our constitutional duty, that is, the
government officials are paid wages out of the tax
money as their income, so they will make laws to
ensure our liberty to live in a free country.
Many disputes and discussions came up the last forty
years as to whether or not the laws for the New Deal,
(as it was often referred to) are right according to the
Constitution. An example, were the laws which were
placed on the farmers to plow wheat under, kill off
thousands of hogs in the mid-western states, sink ship
loads of wheat to the bottom of the ocean, constitutionally
right? The bills that were sent through Congress by the
law makers used tax money to pay the farmers and
ranchers to ensure better prices.
Farmers that received subsidies to leave their land out
of production or to kill off hogs, received from the
government their dues from their own tax money. In
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other words, the farmer paid taxes to the government,
so that the government had money to pay the farmer
back again. But by the time the farmer received his
subsidy the larger portion was used up by the office of
the holders or other channel s who have charge of
enforcing the laws, while hi s share was small indeed.
Our local taxes have made almost unbelievable
changes from 1928 to 1973 . During the depression
the farm assessments were low , because of the re-sale
value of farm s and homestead s. Therefore taxes were
also low. School taxes stayed at 4 mills during the
30s, and were not over 8 mills until the 40s. From
1950 to 1960 better and more roads were built. But
the greatest factor in taxes can be pinned down on
schools and higher education. By 1973 school taxes
alone are as high as 70 mill s; by 1976, 114 mills.
During the last forty years, in order to make it look
worth while and interesting to the individual person, the
government paid out more money from the United
States treasury than it received in tax money from its
people. For that reason the United States has gone into
a national debt of billions of dollars so that the U.S.
citizen can enjoy prosperity.
A national report: In the year 1972 alone, Social
security had collected in taxes over $190,000,000,000.
(one hundred ninety billion) These figures are more
than there are seconds since the beginning of time. In
other words there are more dollars in 190,000,000,000
than there are seconds in 6000 years.
While President Hoover was in office during the
depression years, he was accused by many people of
leading the country into the financial depression. He
was criticized for letting this world-wide depression
enter this nation and not doing anything to keep
the economy in a more even balance.
At the same time our nation had no more debt when
Hoover left office than it had when he entered. The
nation's debt was then upon each individual. President
Hoover was credited with saving 20 million lives from
starvation in Europe, and left our country with an even
balanced budget. Our country has since that time
suffered another major war, and now our national
debt in 1969 is held at $347,578,460,426 . and the public
is enjoying what is classed as prosperity. This writing
was taken from Readers Digest.
Since Roosevelt's administration the national debt
was on the shoulders of the government. In 1970,
if our national debt was placed upon the public, it is
presumed that every man, woman, and child in the
United States would have a debt of over $9,000 with a
tO% interest rate. High taxes are now the greatest
problem that our nation has to face. To a certain
extent these taxes were forced on the people by government operations.
Roosevelt was elected the first time in 1932, he was
re-elected three times. He was the only president ever

to be elected more than two term s. J f he \\ ould ha e
served only two term s he would be honored a among
the three greatest pre ident of the nited tate. He
di ed in office during hi fourth term.
Th e period after the depre ion the cycle of increa ing
pri ces wa more or les go erned by our nation'
enterpri se, and not a product of upply and demand.
Th e gO ernm ent bou ght cheap grain in the late thirtie
to boo t the prices, and built large LOrage pace to
tore it. Thi s wa uppo ed LO be on ly temporar , or
until the nation' s agri cultural product a nd pri ce
ere
more equali zed. But a time we nt on and man y other
angle entered into the sy tern of co ntrolling pri e , it
wa alm o t impossible to drop the upport price program
o that it would not mak e a deep reflection on the
national economy.
Th e e LOrage re erve bin s were not empty until in
1972 when our govern ment old out of the grai n
bu iness to foreign trade. In that arne year there were
two major flood di sasters when thou and of acre of
co rn and soy beans were never harve ted. The price
of grain was very mu ch o n its own, or in the hands
of th e grain brok ers. At the arne time foreign trade
increa sed to the ex tent that millions of bushel of grain
was shipped across th e ocean for trading on other
item . Government contract with Russ ia and J apan
for grain were filled, with the prediction there wou ld be a
record crop of corn and oybeans in 1972 . For that
reason the prices advan ced almost 100070 in a ix month
period. It appeared the grain brok er bou ght up all
available grain because of a predicted shortage. Thi s
made the highest priced feed that ever was fed to the
farmer' livestock . Supplement that carried thirt y or
forty percent protein was for many farmer too expensive
to buy . But the milk prices increased along with the
price of cattle and hogs, the same with broilers and
eggs . Again the farmer handled more money at inflation value.
In 1972 the mid -we t uffered severely from flood
disaster and snow storms, causing crop failure along
with a heavy loss of cattle on the ranches . It wa
reported that millions of cattle were stranded, standing
in mud and water up to their bodies. Then the weather
turned cold, freezing the ground, followed by now
storms. Millions of cattle perished, frozen to the
ground in upright position. The government reported
that somewhere along the line this would create a shortage of beef. Cattle supplement feed was below normal,
along with losing cattle from weather conditions.
After these reports the house wife began to buy
beef for reserve. This created a sharp increase in prices
of red meats, to the extent that choice cattle prices
advanced considerably. The government officials became alarmed about the increased prices . The housewife, being the customer, asked the government for aid.
In June 1973, the government put a freeze on all beef,

to be pri ed at \\ hat \\ a
on idered a fair pri e,
on read) cut beef a the hou e\\ ife \\ ould buy it, but
not attle on the hoof or dre ed hah e. Then the
demand for meat be arne real trong. Th e hou ewife
felt that he wa getting a bargain, and began to tore
beef. The ompanie that made home freezer \\ ere
oon old out, and couldn't make then fa t enough for
the demand . By orne but her the poli
\ a fir t
there, fir t er ed. Then bla k market tarted and the
butcher ol d beef a he ne er did before. Tho e who
ta ed by go ernment ruling
ere forced to clo e their
door and go out of bu ine . But tho e \ ho pia ed
the black market made a fortune. Pri e of att le
er body
hot up to the highe t in all hi tory.
eemed to be beef con ciou .
certain per ent of the
cattle feeder held on for till higher price. B eptember the go ernment lifted the freeze on all beef price
and were now again on their own .
Th e re ult were ca ttle price dropped co nsi derabl y,
with a low demand . Feeder men who held on for the
freeze to be lifted before they o ld their cattle, acrificed at a great los. Man y a housewi fe had a new
experience, a home freezer filled with very hi gh priced
beef. The pri ce tayed below the go ernment freeze
price for about four months then started on an upward
trend again, leveling o ut to the upply and demand ba e .
Prices of fa rm products Feb. I , 1974
Choice to Prime slau ghter teers 1200#
53.00
Choice to Prim e Bulls
50.00 to 53.00 per 100
Choice 200-250# Vealers
80 .00-84.00 per 100
Good wee k old calves
50.00-60.00 per 100
Hogs 200-225#
43.00-45.00 per 100
Wheat
4.00-5.00 per bu.
20 % Dairy Feed
170.00 per ton
Broiler Ration
308 .00 per ton
Sow Supplement
244.00 per ton
Shelled Corn
137.00 per ton
Cob Chop
80.00 per ton
Oat
147.00 per ton
Sun flower Seed
440.00 per ton
Hay - good Alfalfa
90.00 per ton
Ha y - good Timothy
60.00 per ton
Soy Bean Meal
260.00 per ton
Straw - clean wheat
55.00 per ton
Straw - clean barley
45.00 per ton
Alfalfa Seed
110.00 per bu.
Timothy Seed
50.. 00 per bu.
Red Clover
95.00 per bu.
Baler Twine
27.00 per bale
Binder Twine
40.00 per bale
Wage on farms varied under conditions
Carpenters and Industrial workers from $4.00 to 6.00
per hr.
Factory workers $250.00 per week with time and halftime included, in some occasions much higher.
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After many years of talk, new sign of coo perative
efforts by numerous seg ments of the German -American
community, loosely defined, become apparent.
Happily for all of us, the Pennsy lvania German Society
of Breinigsville promises to provide leadership for some
of this activity . They see k additional interest groups as
potential members in a drive led by new President
Parre Richard Druckenbrod . Many people in the Lehigh
Valley and environs know the Parre through hi s weekly
dialect column Es Deilsch Schlick in the Allentown
Morning Call.
Though plans are still forming, the P .G.S. and the
Society for Germ a n-A meri ca n Studies are pooling resources to offer a program ea rly in November 1979,
conveniently at Millersv ille. Steve n Benja min and C.
Richard Beam have collected preliminary commitments
for an organized overview of types and styles of Pennsylvania German and German-American Studies now in
operation in the American academic world.
For reasons not clearly stated, the Pennsylvania
German Society has apparently withdrawn its cosponsorship of the Current Status of German-American
Studies. To assure that a program of such importance
does indeed continue the Pennsylvania German Studies
Program of Ursinus College (formerly Penna. Dutch
Studies) has volunteered to shoulder the portion of
planning and sponsorship originally planned for P .G.S.
In the state of planning as this issue goes to press, the
meetings will take place 9 & 10 November 1979 at
Millersville State College.
Take note of this Conference on German -A mericana
in the Eastern Uniled Slates , now jointly sponsored by
the Pa German Studies Program and the Society for
German-American Studies. One-page abstracts of
proposed papers should be sent by 1 October and
requests for information at any time to:
Steven M. Benjamin,
Dept. of Foreign Languages
West Virginia University,
Morgantown, WV 26506
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So me of the best tidings we have hea rd in recent
years ca me' to o ur attention in the rain at Schaefferstown
recently : C. Richard Beam has renewed his efforts to
produce a full workable English-Deitsch Dictionary,
particularly mustering specialized and alternate usages
not found in the one-way Deitsch-English Lambert
Dictionary contributed by Penna German Society in
1922. Unavailability of an English to dialect version
had led to many proposals and suggestions over the
years, but with all the conversation we still await a useful item in print. Es Bischli Gnibbli has alreaqy prepared several trial portions of the new opus, now more
urgently sought under the Bilingual Education provisions of sta te and federal programs.
Any of our readers who enjoy word play and who
particularly remember or study the word variations
of dialect in their locality or region are encouraged to
send word lists and definitions or explanations to
Professor Beam of the Departmen t of German at
Millersville State College, Pennsylvania.
We firmly believe that all efforts in such constructive directions are worthy of your attention and support.
We will indeed make note of this and similar projects
as we become aware of them. Though evidences of
division and confusion of purpose continue to plague
the German-American community (perhaps inevitable
given the great diversity and fierce partisanship of our
constituency) the only way ethnic linguists and folkcultural remains are going to survive in a homogenzing
world is through cooperation. Consider, if you please,
the merits of giving it a try.

It now seems likely that the initial portion of the
Symposium marking the 150th Anniversary of the Birth
of Carl Schurz, sponsored jointly by the Brooklyn
College (CUNY) Program in Social Change and the
Anglo-Amerikanische Abteilung des Historischen
Seminars, University of Cologne, will indeed present
a wide variety of relatively short papers on a broad
range of German-American topics at Brooklyn on 3
to 5 October 1979. The second portion is now scheduled to meet in Koln early in June 1980 for a second
series of scholarly offerings .

Wolfgang
Kruck
and
,\;fargret
Gohlke, Folk Dance
partners at rsinus

The Country Youth Group at Lichtenberg
Castle near Kusel in the Pfalz

Roland Paul of
Heimatstelle Pfalz
in the college classroom

Doris Schmitt speaks
Piilzisch at the Folk
Festival

Even during this attempt to descri be the glad warmth
and happy personal feelings present in all of us in
Pennsy lva nia who were touched in ever so many ways
by an engagingly authentic folk cultural troupe, one of
the best to pass our way in many years, we note that
the
Landjugendtrachtentanzgruppe
A ZO IETSCHWEILER play its last Ameri can tand of this
trip at Mascoutah, Illin ois, at the moment we write.
Since we ha ve not actually spoken to the friends and
acquaintances this Western Palatinate Country Youth
Group met and charmed from Bu ffalo, New York, to
St. Louis, Missouri, we speak only for the Eastern
friends, numbering litera lly in the thousand s, from
Collegeville to Ephrata, from Philadelphia to Wa hington, and from Plainfield, New J ersey, to Reston
and Williamsburg in Virginia . We met you and we
loved you.
Words of thanks are due to Roland Paul and the
perso nnel at the Heim ~t telle Pfal z in Kaiser lautern,
who made initial contacts. Indeed Herr Paul served as
a kind of running contact man throughout the visit.
Travel arrangements made by Wolfgang Kri.ick gave to
all a splendid tour, though Kri.ick's talents were even
more evident when he took over as dance leader and
song director.
The Presidents of the Country Youth Group, Winfried
Sauter and Gudrun Zimmer, were largely responsible for
local organization of the musical wanderers, most of
whom work and reside on farms, all in Land Kusel or
Land Kaiserslautern. Zimmer and Sauter made introductions and provided continuity for the varied activities
of the Landjugendgruppe . Special thanks are also due
to the long-term efforts of Karl and Lore Jung,
organizers of the Costumed Dance activity, who continue as full-time participants in the extensive dance
routines .
Carrying a banner to identify their unit, they
marched in the 4th of July Country Parade at Kutztown

The Youth Group even sang for the American audience at the Kutztown Festival

Folk Festival barely twel e hour after arrival in the
Key tone tate. Although they ordinarily limit their
acti itie to folk danci ng, they ang Pfalzer folk ongs
of greeting and orne used on fe tive occa ions.
Since many of the Trachtengruppe Ii e in the Glan
Valley of the Westrich and the hilly farm territory
urrounding (which would have been so familiar to
Ludwig Schandein's Heenerich, Vide PE
SYLV ANIA
FOLKLlFE, vol. 28, #4 -SU MMER 1979) they felt
quite at home in outheastern Penn ylvania, sowie unsre
Vorfahren aus der Pfalz. The particular interest of
the visitors in farm method and the desire to speak
to America n farmers, and to compare American and
Pfalzisch methods old and new, led them to visit an
Amish farm in Lancaster County and saw them tour
the historic Peter Wentz Farmstead in Montgomery
"-
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House BleSSing at
Peter Wentz farmstead

County. (Records at the Heimatstelle Pfalz in Kaiserslautern show that the Wentz family originated in the
Palatinate town of Partenheim near Alzey.) Dialect
conversations in generally easy exchange of Piilzisch un'
Pennsylvaanisch Deitsch later arose over the well-laden
picnic table furnished by Keystone Grange # 2 of Trappe.
Questions and answers by both Palatinate and Pennsylvania farmers were necessarily translated into English
and Piilzisch for those in each group who had not yet
mastered both . The thanks of all were expressed for
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the fr iendl y arrangements by Charles Wi smer, whose
dairy farm lies within the Borough limits of Trappe
and who serves as Mayor of Collegeville's older neigh bor.
In two for mal folk dance appearances on the Main
Stage at Kutztown Folk Festival, one initiating a
summer college class, the entire troupe did itself proud
indeed . Hi storical introductions to Palatinate history
and geography and information about dancers' costumes
by Roland Paul was welcomed by the serious students
of dance, costume and folk culture in attendance.
Doris Schmitt and Anette Kayser also presented occasional
poems or sayings in the dialect.
But as in all their international appearances, it was
the historically researched regional folk dances which
particularly brought rounds of applause from appreciative audiences, including many of the craftsmen
and local workers on Festival grounds. The pavillion
at the Main Stage was filled to capacity along with
many standees both days. The da ys the Trachtentanzgruppe NANZDIETSCHWEILER performed, though
only modestly publicized in PENNSYLVANIA FOLKLIFE and some local newspapers, and not mentioned
at all in Festival Program nor on the ground , were
the two best attended days of the entire Festival despite
a long-standing tradition that the final days are usually
poorly attended.
To the delight of sponsoring perso nnel at Ursinu s
College, the smash hit of the appearances in the

region was their Part II of German -Palzisch Background to Pennsy lvania Dutch Folk Music, performed 9
July. For two and a half hours on a Monday morning ,
they drew a lively crowd of 212 devotees. Several
had come hundreds of gas-short miles to tape record
the folk mu sic performance and to meet the Landjugend
in person . Their Shoemaker Dance and the Siebenschritle brought down the hou se, only to be outdone
by an enthusiastic performance of the Palzer Wald folksong, Die Wutzgeschlacht!
Sightseeing tours of Philadelphia, Valley Forge and Washington , D .C. , gave
further opportunity for guests and host interpreters to
learn most pragmatically about the concerns and the dialects of their friends . Professors Krug and Parsons
and Dean Snyder serenaded the sightseers with Pennsylvaanisch Deitsch folksongs on the trip to the national
capital.
Thus it was more like a family departure when the
bus which had carried the by-now familiar banner of
Landj ugend trach tengruppe NANZD IETSCH WEI LER
through fair weather and foul, pulled out for Buffalo,
Ni aga ra Falls, Huntin gdon a nd Fort Way ne, Indiana,
Belleville and Mascoutah, Illinois, and even across
the Mi ss iss ippi to St. Loui s, Gateway to the West.
All forty perso ns of the tour group have left their
special impact on a small college in a smalltown
which likes to consider itself fairly cosmopolitan .
It is always pleasant to meet genuine country folk! Lewe
wohl, Ehr' Liewe Leit! Adje un Auf Wiedersehn!!!

A tired Dance Group after the final curtain at Wismer Hall on the
Ursin us campus
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PENNSYLVANIA FOLKLIFE SOCIETY
ARCHIVES COLLECTION

301 Myrin Library
Ursinus College
Collegeville, Pa.
19426
Welcome to the Archives Collection of the Pennsylvania Folklife Society. We are housed in Room
301 Myrin Library at Ursinus College, Collegeville,
Pa. The Collection, a result of so me thirty years
of accumulation, donation and purchase, includes old
and local books and imprints. It also contains many
documents , records and manuscripts, some photographs and color slides, audio-tape cassettes and other
materials pertinent to the Pennsylvania German (popularly called the Pennsylvania Dutch) settlements of
Pennsylvania and neighboring areas. These materials
are supplemented by printed sources about the Pennsylvania Germans and similar materials on other groups
for comparative study done by various societies and
organizations in the United States and Europe.
~ The Pennsylvania Folklife Society Archives Collection functions as a research center for all facets of
history and culture of the Pennsylvania Germans,
but especially for the folklife, folk culture and all that
these encompass. In the Myrin Library the scholar
may consult the Alfred L. Shoemaker File, a unique
index to folk-cultural information explicitly about
museums or cultural-historical collections. It consists
of 80,000 cross-reference cards listing information from
books, journals and newspapers. In addition, abstracted information from thousands of folk-cultural
informants' interviews, letters and other comments is
to be found in the files. The letters and interview
notes may be used, also, for research purposes.
Photographs, color slides and audio-tape cassettes
of activities in the Pennsylvania Dutch Country are
another useful part of the collection to be found in
Room 301. A personality card file has been begun
which documents names, families, points of origin and
locations of American settlements having thousands
of Pennsylvania German migrants.
The Archives of the Pennsylvania Folklife Society
in Room 301 Myrin Library are open regularly on
Monday afternoons of the school term between 2:00

Hours: Monday 2:00-4 :00 p .m .
during school term or by
appointment Tues. - Fri.
9: 15 am - 4:00 pm .
and 4:00 p.m. or at other time by pecial arrangement in ad ance . Inqu irie hould be directed to:
Professor William T. Parsons, Archivi t
Pennsylvania Folklife Society
Box 92,
Collegeville, Pa. 19426

COLLECTIO

Charles R. Roberts Manuscript Collection
Account books, ledgers, order books and other
bound manuscript items (1762-1818), especially
those of Peter Rhoad s and Frederick Schenkel;
letters and documents 1756-1875 , including some
correspondence of the Reverend Abraham Blumer
(1736-1822).

Walter Boyer Collection
Books, pamphlets and prints in German and English; Rhineland and Pennsylvania imprints, on
the history, dialect, folk culture and heritage
of the Pennsylvania Germans , including so me
items purchased by Boyer from the earlier Henry
S. Bornemann Collection.
William T. Parsons - Evan S. Snyder Cassette Collection
Audio-tape cassettes of Fersommlinge, Karrichedinscht and other program use of Pennsylfawnisch
Deitsch (the Pennsylvania German Dialect); interviews and commentary in Deitsch and English;
Folk Culture and Oral History from Pennsylvania
Dutch Studies Classes at Ursinus; Rhineland and
Pennsylvania Dutch Folksongs.

William T. Parsons Color Slide Collection
Approximately 750 slides of items, artifacts, locations and personalities in the Pennsylvania Dutch
Country, reflecting the heritage of the Pennsylvania Germans; slides of German and Swiss locations from which these travelers emigrated.
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The Festival and its Sponsorship
The Kutztown Folk Festival is sponsored by the Pennsylvania Folklife Society, a
nonprofit educational corporation affiliated with URSINUS COLLEGE, Collegeville, Pennsylvania . The Society ' s purposes are threefold: First, the demonstrating
and displaying of the lore and folkways of the Pennsylvania Dutch through the
annual Kutztown Folk Festival; second, the collecting, studying , archiving and
publishing the lore of the Dutch Country and Pennsylvania through the publication of PENNSYLVANIA FOLKLI FE Magazine ; and third , using the proceeds
for scholarships and general educational purposes at URSINUS COLLEGE.

Pennsylvania folklife Society
College Blvd. & Vine, Kutztown. Pa. 19530

